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Budding  authors 
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From  left  to  right,  Ken  Ross,  Normand  Black  and  Carl  Swendsen  open  boxes  containing  their  new  book, 
"We  Didn't  Know  We  Were  Heroes."  The  three  men  have  been  friends  in  San  Francisco  since  the  first 
grade.  After  graduating  from  high  school,  they  went  into  the  military  to  fight  in  World  War  II. 

Trio  of  Richmond  buddies  grew  up  fast  after  Pearl  Harbor 


by  George  McConnell 

A  generation  ago,  the  question  most  fre¬ 
quently  asked  was,  “Where  were  you  on 
Dec.  7,  1941?”  For  Carl  Swendsen,  and  his 
buddies,  Normand  Black  and  Ken  Ross,  the 
answer  is  both  simple  and  complex,  and  it 
triggers  a  host  of  memories. 

“I  had  gone  out  to  get  some  milk  and 
saw  the  headlines  in  the  newspaper  that 
Pearl  Harbor  in  Hawaii  was  attacked.  I 
bought  a  copy  and  hurried  home  to  show 
everybody.  I  didn’t  even  know  where  Pearl 
Harbor  was.  Little  did  I  know,  I  would  soon 
be  going  there  myself,”  Swendsen  said. 


Ross  also  remembers  the  day  that 
brought  the  United  States  into  World  War 
II. 

“I  was  working  that  day  at  a  store  on 
Clement  Street  and  saw  the  headlines  in  the 
newspaper.  We  were  still  in  high  school 
then,  just  six  months  from  graduation,  and 
we  wanted  to  immediately  go  down  and  en¬ 
list,”  Ross  said.  “But  they  told  us  we  had  to 
wait  until  we  graduated.” 

After  finishing  high  school,  all  three  en¬ 
listed  -  Swendsen  in  the  Navy  and  Black 
and  Ross  in  the  Army.  They  were  just  18 
years  old  and  an  adventure  of  a  lifetime 
was  about  to  begin. 


“After  enlisting,  they  put  me  on  a  train 
for  Laramie,  Wyoming  for  basic  training. 
This  was  a  new  experience  for  me  because 
I  had  never  been  outside  California  in  my 
young  life,”  Black  said. 

“We  were  away  from  home  for  the  first 
time  and  we  were  strictly  on  our  own,”  said 
Ross,  who  served  as  a  paratrooper. 

The  men’s  friendship  began  75  years 
ago  when  they  met  in  first  grade  at  the  Star 
of  the  Sea  Elementary  School  on  Ninth 
Avenue. 

On  the  first  day  of  class.  Black  looked 

Continued  on  page  9 


District  playgrounds  get  a  'C'  grade 


Toyota 
gets  OK  to 
expand 
into  closed 
Cala  site 

by  Dmitry  Kiper 

The  SF  Planning  Commission 
unanimously  approved  a 
Conditional  Use  Permit  March 
16  for  San  Francisco  Toyota  to 
occupy  the  closed  Cala  at  Geary 
Boulevard  and  Fourth  Avenue. 

The  permit  will  allow  the 
company  to  operate  an  automo¬ 
bile  service  and  repair  center 
with  24  outdoor  parking  spaces. 

The  proposal  is  to  convert  an 
approximately  22,300-square- 
foot,  one-story  building  with 
mezzanine  and  outdoor  parking 
spaces  to  an  auto  service  and  re¬ 
pair  shop  that  will  include  an  of¬ 
fice,  an  area  for  storing  parts  and 
approximately  600-square-feet  of 
retail  space. 

The  hours  of  operation  will  be 
from  7  a.m.  to  midnight  Monday 
through  Friday,  and  7  a.m.  to  9 
p.m.  on  the  weekends. 

Several  members  of  the  plan¬ 
ning  commission  not  only  ex¬ 
pressed  thefr  support  for  the  pro¬ 
ject,  but  also  thanked  John 
Horton,  president  of  SF  Toyota, 
for  keeping  his  business  in  the 
City. 

SF  Toyota  has  five  locations 
in  the  City  -  two  sales  locations 
and  three  service  centers  —  and 
has  been  in  operation  for  more 
than  30  years. 

When  Cala  Foods  did  not  seek 
to  renew  its  lease,  which  expired 
in  February,  Bob  Menzies,  the 
owner  of  the  property  who  al¬ 
ready  leases  three  other  proper¬ 
ties  to  SF  Toyota  on  Geary 
Boulevard,  approached  Horton 
with  an  offer. 

“It’s  exactly  what  fve’ve  been 
looking  for  to  grow  our  service- 
parts  department,”  Horton  said. 

The  most  pertinent  issues  for 
some  members  of  the  local  com¬ 
munity  include  traffic  and  noise. 

Jeanne  Lynch,  a  pedestrian 
safety  advocate,  addressed  the 
planning  commission.  She 
voiced  her  support  for  SF  Toyota 
and  mentioned  the  concern  with 
which  its  management  is  treating 
pedestrian  safety  issues. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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by  Cristi  Hegranes 

It  wasn’t  just  another  day  at 
the  park. 

When  more  than  100  San 
Franciscans  took  to  all  144  of  the 
city’s  playgrounds  on  a  sunny 
Saturday  in  February,  they  had 
more  than  play  on  their  minds. 
The  swarm  of  volunteers,  armed 
with  survey  forms,  turned  a  jaun¬ 
diced  eye  toward  every  play¬ 
ground  to  compile  a  report  card 
for  San  Francisco  facilities. 

Organized  by  the  San 
Francisco  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council  (NPC),  the  “Love  Your 
Playground”  survey  effort  relied 
on  volunteers  combing  their  local 
playgrounds  looking  for  unno¬ 
ticed  or  unremediated  mainte¬ 
nance  problems.  The  playground 
report  card  was  presented  to  San 
Francisco  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
in  mid-March. 

It  wasn’t  all  good  news. 
While  more  than  half  of  San 
Francisco’s  playgrounds  scored 
A’s  or  B’s,  45  percent  received  a 
C,  D  or  F,  including  the  South 
Sunset  Playground,  which  was 
recently  vandalized. 

“Rec.  and  Park  was  not  will¬ 


ing  or  able  to  go  out  and  survey 
the  playgrounds,”  said  Isabel 
Wade,  the  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council’s  executive  director. 
“Many  cities  survey  their  parks 
once  a  month.  San  Francisco 
hasn’t  done  it  in  six  years.” 

Rose  Dennis,  San  Francisco 
Recreation  and  Park  Depart¬ 
ment’s  (RPD)  director  of  com¬ 
munications  and  public  relations, 
said  it  is  unclear  what  impact,  if 
any,  the  volunteer-driven  report 
card  will  have. 

The  volunteers,  who  headed 
out  to  grade  the  parks,  after  re¬ 
ceiving  a  brief  training,  were  on 


by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

The  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  (GGNRA)  is  set 
to  ban  bonfires  at  Ocean  Beach. 

Fires  are  set  to  be  banned  be¬ 
cause  they  contribute  to  air  pollu¬ 
tion  and  beach  pollution,  said 
Rudy  Evenson,  the  GGNRA’s 
Ocean  Beach  project  manager, 
who  has  been  studying  the  issue 
for  several  years. 


the  lookout  for  broken  equip¬ 
ment,  rusted  or  corroded  play 
structures  and  splinters  or  other 
hazardous  materials.  The  survey 
also  directed  volunteers  to  watch 
for  surfacing  issues,  like  the 
depth  and  cleanliness  of  sand  and 
cracks  in  hard  surfaces. 

Because  arsenic  in  wood  play 
structures  can  be  dangerous, 
many  volunteers  were  on  the 
alert  for  improper  paint  jobs  on 
wooden  equipment  installed  be¬ 
fore  1991.  Most  lumber  that’s 
sold  for  outdoor  use  in  the  U.S. 
today  is  pressure  treated  and  in¬ 
jected  with  toxins  that  prevent 


People  often  bum  pallets  and 
other  items  that  have  nails  in 
them,  Evenson  said.  When  the 
fire  burns  the  wood,  nails  and 
other  hardware  are  often  left  be¬ 
hind.  People  pollution,  in  the 
form  of  discarded  glass  bottles 
and  other  trash,  was  also  a  con¬ 
cern. 

Evenson  said  he  looked  at 
having  people  sell  wood  to  bum 
on  the  beach  so  there  wouldn’t  be 


decay  and  bug  infestations. 

The  most  common  preserva¬ 
tive,  chromated  copper  arsenate 
(CCA),  is  22  percent  pure  ar¬ 
senic.  The  U.S.  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Commission  ac¬ 
knowledges  that  CCA  poses  ele¬ 
vated  cancer  risks,  as  children 
can  easily  ingest  arsenic  after 
prolonged  contact  with  the  treat¬ 
ed  wood.  Properly  painting  out¬ 
door  equipment  seals-in  the  poi¬ 
son  and  greatly  reduces  health 
risks. 

The  RPD  is  responsible  for 


any  debris  left  over  from  the 
blaze,  but  that  option  was  eco¬ 
nomically  unfeasible  when  a 
community  partner  could  not  be 
found  to  make  the  plan  work. 

Fires,  which  were  once  al¬ 
lowed  throughout  the  length  of 
the  beach,  first  came  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  SF  Commission  on 
the  Environment,  which  passed  a 

Continued  on  page  6 
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New  plaque  recognizes  coast-to-coast  highway 


The  Lincoln  Highway  -  the 
nation’s  first  direct  transcontinen¬ 
tal  highway,  running  from  New 
York  City  to  San  Francisco,  was 
completed  in  1913.  Its  story  is 
now  contained  on  a  new  plaque 
installed  at  Lincoln  Park  last 
month. 

The  Lincoln  Highway  started 
at  Times  Square  in  New  York 
City  and  traversed  12  states.  It 
ended  at  Lincoln  Park  in  the 
plaza  opposite  the  City’s 


San  Francisco’s  Muni  #44 
O’Shaughnessy/Golden  Gate 
Park  bus  line  once  again  has  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  Music  Concourse,  via 
Music  Concourse  Drive,  to  pro¬ 
vide  direct  Muni  access  to  the 
Music  Concourse,  M.H.  de 


California  Palace  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor  near  34th  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street. 

Parts  of  Lake  Street, 
California  Street  and  Geary 
Boulevard  were  once  part  of  the 
Lincoln  Highway  route. 

In  June  2002,  a  replica  con¬ 
crete  marker  was  positioned  to 
replace  the  original  1928  marker 
placed  by  San  Francisco  Boy 
Scouts.  That  marker  disappeared 
sometime  after  1947  and  consid- 


Young  Memorial  Museum, 
Japanese  Tea  Garden  and  the  San 
Francisco  Botanical  Gardens. 

The  southbound  #44  has  been 
operating  in  the  Music 
Concourse  since  last  fall. 


erable  research  hours  have  been 
spent  attempting  to  determine  its 
fate,  without  success. 

On  Feb.  11,  members  of  the 
California  Chapter  of  the  Lincoln 
Highway  Association  positioned 
an  interpretive  plaque  near  the 
replica  marker.  The  new  plaque 
is  located  adjacent  to  the  bus  stop 
near  the  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor  in  Lincoln  Park.  It  depicts 
the  story  of  the  historic  auto  trail, 
which  went  on  to  become  much 
of  today’s  Interstate  80. 

Early  automobile  travelers  on 
the  Lincoln  Highway  often  expe¬ 
rienced  a  two-month  trip  if  they 
wanted  to  make  the  cross-coun¬ 
try  journey. 

Transcontinental  speed  and 
endurance  runs  first  became  pop¬ 
ular  with  the  frst  successful  run 
in  1903,  which  took  63  days.  In 


Photo  courtesy  of  George  Clark/Robert  Dieterich 


A  plaque  denotes  the 
western  end  of  the  cross¬ 
country  Lincoln  Highway. 

1906,  a  four-driver  relay  team 
made  it  in  15  days.  In  1919,  a  US 
Army  transportation  convoy  with 
81  vehicles  (including  some 
civilian  vehicles)  and  carrying  37 
officers  (including  Colonel 


Dwight  Eisenhower)  and  258  en¬ 
listed  men,  crossed  the  United 
States  via  the  Lincoln  Highway 
in  62  days. 

In  1956,  President  Dwight 
Eisenhower  signed  the  Interstate 
Highway  Act,  creating  today’s 
interstate  highway  system. 

By  1922,  three  noted  trans¬ 
continental  highways  would  ter¬ 
minate  in  San  Francisco.  The 
Lincoln  Highway  (1913), 
Midland  Trail  (1915)  and  the 
Victory  Highway  (1922).  The  lat¬ 
ter  two  highways  terminated  at 
Ocean  Boulevard  (now  known  as 
the  Great  Highway),  at  Ocean 
Beach  at  the  western  end  of 
Golden  Gate  Park. 

For  more  information,  go  to 
the  Lincoln  Highway 
Association ’s  Web  site  at 
www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org. 


Muni  restores  service  to  park 


1906  Great 
Earthquake 
&  Fire  Exposition: 

April  15-18, 2006 


Will  You  Be  Ready? 

PG&E,  San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters  Local  798  and  NERT 
want  to  help  train  you  to  be  a  community  leader. 


Saturday,  April  15th: 

10:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  The  1 906  Expo  inside 
Pier  48.  Includes  historical  exhibits  with 
vintage  fire  apparatus,  historical  artifacts, 
photographic  displays,  and  fireboat  tours. 


On  April  15-18,  San  Franciscans  will  come  together  to  commemorate  the  anniversary 
of  the  1906  earthquake.  The  San  Francisco  Fire  Department  Historical  Society  and  PG&E 
are  sponsoring  a  1906  Great  Earthquake  &  Fire  Expo  that  will  celebrate  the  great  history 
of  our  city  and  educate  families  about  howto  prepare  for  future  earthquakes. 


8:00  p.m.  -  Midnight:  Firefighter's  Ball, 

Pier  48,  Building  C.  Tickets  are  $50  and 
can  be  purchased  atwww.1906expo.com. 

Monday,  April  17th: 

10:00  a.m.  -  Safety  Fair  at  Pier  48. 

Includes  safety  and  preparedness 
exhibits  and  displays. 


One  of  the  best  ways  you  can  commemorate  the  earthquake  is  to  make  sure  you  are 
prepared  for  a  natural  disaster  in  the  future. 


PG&E,  San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters  Local  798  and  NERT  (Neighborhood 
Emergency  Response  Team)  want  to  help  train  you  to  be  a  community 
leaderto  make  sure  yourfamily  and  neighbors  are  safe  in  an  emergency. 

Please  return  this  card  today  to  learn  more. 


Tuesday,  April  18th: 

10:00  a.m.  -  San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters 
Local  798  sponsors  a  parade  from  Civic 
Center  Plaza  to  the  Ferry  Building. 

For  more  information  please  visit: 

www.1906expo.com 


I  want  to  help  keep  myfamily  and  neighbors  safe  in  an  emergency.  Please 


send  me  more  information  about  emergency  leadership  training  sponsored  by  PG&E, 
SF  Fire  Fighters  Local  798  and  NERT. 


PG&E  and  San  Francisco  Fire 


Fighters  Local  798:  Proud 
Partners  for  over  100  Years. 


Name 


Address 

City 

State  Zip 

Email 

Phone 

Please  return  this  card  to:  PG&E,  Public  Affairs,  Mail  Code  B29K,  P0  Box  770000,  San  Francisco,  CA  94177 
or  email:  pgecommunity@hotmail.com 
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A  smashing  success 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


Arguello  Market  owner  Sal  Quaqundah  recently  had  local  artist  Yuhann 
Douglas  paint  a  mural  on  the  side  of  his  store.  A  taxicab  recently  crashed  into 
the  building,  demolishing  the  front  of  the  store.  According  to  police  esti¬ 
mates,  the  taxi  was  going  60  mph  when  it  hit  a  parked  car  and  spun  into  the 
building,  located  at  Arguello  Boulevard  and  Cabrillo  Street.  The  driver  of  the 
cab  had  fallen  asleep  at  the  wheel.  While  waiting  for  city  permits  and  an  in¬ 
surance  settlement,  Quaqundah  decided  to  install  a  mural  for  his  patrons. 


Richmond  philanthropist  dies 


Courtesy  photo 

Adolph  Gasser 


Adolph  Gasser,  a  man  who 
served  the  residents  of  the 
Richmond  District  for  more  than 
50  years,  passed  away  in  March 
at  the  age  of  94. 

Gasser  opened  a  hobby  shop 
on  Geary  Boulevard  shortly  after 
he  returned  from  World  War  n. 
When  the  business  faltered,  he 
moved  into  cameras.  His  camera 
store  was  located  on  Geary  in  the 
outer  commercial  corridor  until 
several  years  ago,  when  he  con¬ 
solidated  Gasser’s  Cameras  at  its 
Second  Street  location. 

Gasser  was  a  dedicated  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Park  Presidio  Lions 


Club,  which  meets  at  Lincoln 
Park,  for  more  than  50  years.  He 
was  the  club’s  president  in  the 
’60s  and  was  currently  serving  as 
the  club’s  vice  president.  As  a 
child,  he  attended  schools  in  the 
Outer  Richmond  District  when  it 
was  mostly  sand  dunes. 

“His  generosity  was  leg¬ 
endary,”  said  club  president 
Roger  Burr.  “He  was  always  con¬ 
tributing  to  community  causes.” 

Gasser  was  cremated  and  a 
private  service  was  held.  A 
memorial  service  for  his  family 
and  friends  is  planned  for  early 
April. 


Bringing  Our  “Neighborhood”  to  Yours 

Innovative  Alzheimer’s  Care  at  Sunrise  at  Golden  Gate  Park 


Sunrise  at  Golden  Gate  Park  provides  specially 
designed  Alzheimer’s  care  based  on  each  resident’s 
rich  history  and  individual  needs.  The  result 
is  a  personalized  environment  as  loving  as 
it  is  innovative.  We  call  it  the  Reminiscence 
Neighborhood. 

It’s  a  unique  approach  within  our  community 
created  to  stimulate  the  memories  and  senses 
of  seniors  with  memory  impairment.  Supportive 
and  nurturing  staff,  interactive  Reminiscence  kits 


and  multi-sensory  experiences  keep  our  residents 
involved  in  the  familiar  routines  that  marked 
their  lives:  gardening,  sewing,  office  work,  setting 
the  dinner  table,  and  even  folding  laundry.  It's 
all  designed  to  focus  on  each  resident’s  strengths 
and  abilities  as  well  as  to  help  them  return  to  the 
comfort  of  a  time  that  brought  them  much  joy. 

And  because  each  senior  is  gently  guided  along 
in  a  place  that  looks  and  feels  like  home,  every  day 
can  be  a  pleasant  day. 


Move  in  by  April  30th,  2006  and  save  up  to  $5,000.* 


*  Limited  time  offer. 

Other  restrictions  may  apply. 
RCFE  *385600347 


Sunrise. 

Senior  Living 


Sunrise  at  Golden  Gate  Park  •  415-664-6264 

Independent  Living,  Assisted  Living,  Alzheimer's  Care 


1601  19th  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  C A 

For  more  information  and  a  FREE  online  newsletter,  visit  www.sunriseseniorliving.com 


School  Readiness  Prog rain 

Kai  Ming  Is  Now  Enrolling  for  Summer! 


Ages  3-5  years 


6221  Geary  Blvd  (26th  Ave) 

2  Sessions:  June  12-July  7  &  July  10-August  5 

M-F  8:30am  to  5:30pm 


$750  for  4  weeks,  $1450  for  8  weeks 

Small  class  size  and  age-appropriate  activities 
including  weekly  field  trips. 

S  (415)  982-4777  for  info  &  application 

Kai  Ming  has  been  oprating  pieschote  for  30yeas 


MERCHANTS  LAUNCH 
WEBSITE  TO  DERAIL  BRT 


The  Committee  to  Save  Geary  Boulevard  has 
launched  a  website  -  www.savegearyblvd.com  - 
to  help  rally  opposition  to  the  city’s  plans  to 
create  a  Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT)  system  along 
Geary  Boulevard. 

The  Committee  is  made  up  of  members  of  the 
Greater  Geary  Boulevard  Merchants  Association, 
a  group  of  more  than  1,400  businesses  along 
Geary  Boulevard  in  the  Richmond,  as  well  as 
members  of  other  nearby  merchant  associations, 
members  of  the  Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods  and  other  business  owners. 


www.savegearyblvd.com 


Julie 


Reber 

In  a  real  estate  market  as 
profitable,  excting  and 
challenging  as  this  San 
Francisco  market,  Julie 
Reber's  well  balanced 
approach  is  vital  to  your 
success.  Her  knowledge, 
enthusiasm,  energy  and 
experience  can  help  you 
not  only  balnce  your 
portfolio,  but  also  help 
you  balance  your  life!  As 
your  Richmond  neighbor, 
she  understands  you  best. 

z 

ZEPHYR 

MAI  ESTATE 

Cell  415-609-3677 


juliereber.com 


juliereber@zephyrsf.com 
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Police  Beat 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 

The  war  against  'taggers' 


On  Feb.  21,  at  the  Richmond 
Station’s  monthly  community 
meeting,  officer  Christopher  Putz 
of  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department’s  Graffiti  Abatement 
Unit  presented  a  dynamic  and  in¬ 
formative  presentation  regarding 
the  City’s  efforts  to  combat  graf¬ 
fiti  in  the  community.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  summary  of  Putz’s 
presentation: 

The  War  Against  Taggers: 

The  City  Gets  Tough 

The  SF  Police  Department 
(SFPD)  believes  that  graffiti  van¬ 


dalism  is  a  serious  crime. 

Vandalizing  someone’s  prop¬ 
erty  is  similar  to  stealing  from 
them.  The  vandal  has  effectively 
taken  a  person’s  time  and  money, 
not  to  mention  the  emotional  toll 
it  takes  on  the  victim.  Anger 
seems  to  top  the  list  of  results. 

The  SFPD  actively  pursues 
graffiti  investigations  with  zero 
tolerance  by  seeking  search  war¬ 
rants  for  the  arrest  of  chronic  re¬ 
peat  offenders  who  vandalize  the 
City.  We  recognize  that 
graffiti/vandalism  and  litter 


greatly  contribute  to  the  decay 
and  blight  of  our  neighborhoods. 
We  care  about  this  City,  its  mer¬ 
chants  and  residents. 

We  have  solved  many  cases 
thanks  to  proactive  neighbors. 
For  a  time,  Geary  Boulevard  was 
hit  night  after  night  by  a  vandal 
with  the  tag  “RAZOE.”  David 
Heller,  president  of  the  Greater 
Geary  Boulevard  Merchants 
Association,  soon  contacted  us 
and  provided  photographs  of  the 
damages.  A  volunteer  anti-graffi¬ 
ti  buster  spent  numerous  hours 
cleaning  RAZOE  graffiti  and  he 
also  gave  us  additional  photos. 

The  case  took  quite  some  time 
to  solve,  but  eventually  we 
served  a  search  warrant  in  the 
Richmond  District,  collected  in¬ 
criminating  evidence  and  arrest¬ 
ed  the  suspect.  The  victims  re¬ 
ceived  restitution  and  the  case 
was  a  success  for  everyone  in¬ 
volved. 

Of  course,  there  are  many  cas¬ 
es  that  go  unsolved,  but  commu¬ 
nity  involvement  is  essential  to 
our  future  success. 

These  are  tough  cases  to  solve 
if  the  vandal  is  not  caught  in  the 
act.  But  times  have  changed,  and 
gone  are  the  days  when  you  had 
to  catch  the  vandal  spraying  a 
building.  Those  are  still  good 
cases,  but  we  now  also  focus  on 
cold  cases.  We  examine  the  writ¬ 
ing  styles  and  the  information  we 
gain  from  viewing  the  actual 
graffiti,  known  as  a  tag,  which 
often  contains  useful  clues. 

To  help  win  this  war,  we  have 
formed  tight  relationships  with 
numerous  community  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  the  SF  Department  of 
Public  Works.  We  also  work 
closely  with  the  District 
Attorney’s  Office  to  ensure  mis¬ 
demeanor  and  felony  property- 
crime  cases  are  prosecuted.  And 
we  recently  instituted  Court 
Watch,  a  program  that  invites  the 
public  to  go  to  court  in  order  to 
support  the  district  attorney  in 
prosecuting  this  type  of  crime. 
When  the  judge  learns  that  com¬ 
munity  members  are  observing 
the  proceedings,  this  issue  often 


CAL.  UC  #556995 


" Serving  all  your  plumbing  needs." 

Hydrojet  Drain  Cleaning  and  Camera  Inspection  of 
Sewer  Lines  and  Line  Locating 
Remodels  •  New  Construction  •  Service  Work  •  Sewers 

6oo  Amador  St.  •  (415)  282-9370 


•  Koroneiki  Olive  Oil 


•  Wild  Organic  Greek  Oregano 


ctko  yptiHo 

extra  Virgin  olive  Oil 

An  award-winning  gourmet  olive  oil  from  trees  planted 
and  grown  in  Greece  by  native  San  Franciscan 


Find  our  olive  oil 
(not  Gift  Box)  at: 
Whole  Foods, 
Mollie  Stone's 
&  Draeger's. 


•  Kalamata  Olives  in  Olive  Oil 

•  Kalamata  Olive  Paste 


The  Perfect 
Gift  Box  for 
Easter  &  Passover 


or  at  the  office 

2001  Union  St.  #520  S.F,.  CA  94123  •  tel:  415-922-1810,  fax:  921-7759 


gets  more  serious. 

The  following  tips  can  help 
reduce  vandalism: 

•  Remove  the  graffiti  right 
away  after  photographing  it  for 
documentation; 

•  Install  more  lighting  and 
cameras  (even  if  the  camera  isn’t 
working,  make  it  look  function¬ 
al); 

•  Consider  installing  a  clear, 
protective  coating  over  street- 
level  windows  to  protect  them 
against  scratches  and  acid  etch¬ 
ing  (contact  a  glass  installer  for 
information  on  this  product ); 

•  File  a  police  report  at 
www.sfgov.org;  then  select 
“Police  Agency”  and  go  to  “On 
Line  Reporting;” 

•Call  the  SFPD  at  (415)  553- 
0123  to  meet  with  an  officer  and 
file  an  official  report  if  you  don’t 
want  to  do  it  online; 

•  Call  91 1  if  the  crime  is  in¬ 
progress  and  the  vandal  is  caus¬ 
ing  substantial  property  damage 
(non-emergency  number  is  553- 
0123; 


•  Be  willing  to  testify  if  there 
is  an  arrest. 

•Call  the  DPW  at  (415)  28- 
CLEAN  to  report  graffiti  on  pub¬ 
lic  property  or  e-mail  them  at 
28clean@sfgov.org.  also  good  to 
report  overflowing  city  garbage 
cans; 

•  E-mail  photos  of  the  vandal¬ 
ism  to  sfpd_graffiti_unit@pac- 
bell.net  so  we  know  what  type  of 
graffiti  is  in  your  area  without 
making  an  official  police  report; 

•  Call  SFPD’s  Graffiti 
Abatement  team  at  (415)  278- 
9454  if  you  have  questions. 

The  next  Community  Police 
Forum  will  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
April  18,  7  p.m.,  in  the 
Richmond  Station’s  community 
meeting  room.  Inspectors 
Jamison  Pon  and  Mario  Molina, 
from  the  city’s  gang  task  force 
will  give  an  overview  of  gang  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  district  and  related 
safety  tips. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  Police  Station. 


Police  Blotter 


Cocaine  and  Marijuana 
Possession,  for  Sale:  March  21, 
1:43  p.m.,  4000  Block  of 
California  Street 

Three  plainclothes  officers  in 
an  unmarked  patrol  vehicle  were 
conducting  a  follow-up  investi¬ 
gation  regarding  a  suspicious  oc¬ 
currence  in  which  a  gun  was  pos¬ 
sibly  used  in  a  kidnapping.  The 
officers  went  to  the  apartment  of 
the  alleged  kidnap  victim  to  con¬ 
duct  a  “well-being  check.” 

The  officers  were  invited  into 
the  apartment  building,  where 
they  saw  the  suspect  in  a  hallway 
with  a  crack  pipe  and  lighter  in 
hand.  The  man  fit  the  description 
of  the  suspect  in  the  kidnapping 
case.  He  was  detained  on  drug 
charges. 

The  officers  then  made  their 
way  to  the  room  of  the  subject  of 
their  “well-being  check.”  They 
asked  a  woman  at  the  unit  if  she 
was  OK  and  if  they  could  come 
inside.  She  responded  that  she 
was  fine  and  that  they  could 
come  in. 

In  the  apartment,  an  officer 
noticed  items  that  could  be  used 
for  smoking,  packaging,  shooting 
or  snorting  cocaine.  After  receiv¬ 
ing  permission,  the  officers 
searched  the  room  for  a  gun. 


Crack  cocaine  in  small  ziplocked 
bags  and  various  paraphernalia 
were  found. 

“That  sure  is  a  lot  of  cocaine,” 
one  officer  said  to  the  woman. 
The  woman  and  another  apart¬ 
ment  mate  were  booked. 

Prior  to  leaving  the  apartment, 
the  officers  met  the  man  -  who 
had  just  come  in  -  who  made  the 
original  911  phone  call  in  the 
morning  and  reported  the  kidnap¬ 
ping.  He  admitted  that  because 
he  was  up  all  night  smoking 
crack  and  drinking  wine,  his  per¬ 
ception  could  have  been  affected. 
He  said  he  did  not  want  to  get  in¬ 
volved  and  would  be  moving 
from  the  residence  immediately. 

Animal  Cruelty,  Park  Code 
Violation:  March  20,  12:25 
a.m.,  100  Block  of  34th  Avenue 

After  midnight,  a  security  of¬ 
ficer  called  the  Richmond  Station 
to  report  that  subjects  in  the 
Palace  of  Legion  of  Honor’s 
parking  lot  had  fired  shots  from 
what  appeared  to  be  a  rifle.  One 
male  fired  multiple  shots  at  what 
appeared  to  be  a  coyote  walking 
across  the  parking  lot.  The  sub¬ 
jects  were  now  sitting  in  their  ve¬ 
hicles,  the  security  officer  report- 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Incomplete  tax  return 
I^Pav  Uncle  Sam 

Swear  you'll  buy  a 

property  this  year 

□  Call  Korv  for  help 


“Owning  real  estate  remains  a  great 
way  to  reduce  your  taxes.  First  time 
buyer,  trading  up  (or  down),  even  in¬ 
come  properties  ... 

Let’s  Get  Started!” 

Kory  Stradinger,  MBA 

Real  Estate  Consultant  . 


4i5  640-8653 


Prudential 


kory.stradinger@prurealty.com  California  Realty 
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Public  can  view  Blue  Herons 


Great  Blue  Herons  have  been  nesting 
and  raising  their  chicks  at  Stow  Lake  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  since  1933.  For  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  see  the  birds,  meet  at  the  Stow 
Lake  Boathouse  on  Saturday,  April  15,  22, 
and  29,  from  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Follow  the 
signs  for  the  Heron  Watch  program. 

Experts  and  interns  will  be  stationed 
with  spotting  scopes  to  offer  views  of  the 
herons’  nests.  They  will  also  lead  nature 

New  checkers  club 
at  senior  center 

The  Golden  Gate  Senior  Center,  located 
at  6101  Fulton  St.,  has  begun  a  checkers 
club  for  beginning,  intermediate  and  ad¬ 
vanced  checker  players.  The  club  debuted 
on  Monday,  March  27.  All  game  materials 
are  supplied  and  there  is  no  charge  to  par¬ 
ticipate. 

For  more  information,  call  647-2483. 


walks  to  see  other  nesting  birds  in  the  area. 

Another  way  to  see  and  learn  about  the 
Great  Blue  Herons  is  by  viewing  Nancy 
DeStefanis’  slides  of  the  2005  Stow  Lake 
Heron  colony  and  her  new  short  documen¬ 
tary  film,  “Above  the  Nests  -  Helen  Pratt’s 
Work  to  Preserve  Wildlife  in  California.” 

DeStefanis,  founder  and  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  San  Francisco  Nature  Education, 
discovered  the  first  documented  nest  of 
Great  Blue  Herons  in  San  Francisco  in 
1994.  Her  new  film  tells  the  story  of  Helen 
Pratt’s  pioneering  observations  and  re¬ 
search  of  the  heron  colony  in  Marin 
Country  for  more  than  30  years.  The  film 
helped  ban  the  lethal  pesticides  DDT  and 
Dieldrin. 

The  first  San  Francisco  screening  will 
be  held  at  the  Josephine  D.  Randall 
Museum  Theatre,  199  Museum  Way,  on 
Thursday,  April  13,  at  7:30  p.m. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.sfna- 
ture.org. 


UCSF  Mini  Medical  School 

Presented  by  the  Osher  Lifelong  Learning  Institute  at  UCSF  The  public  is  invited 


BRINGING  SCIENCE  TO  LIFE: 
THE  PROMISE  OF  MODERN 
MEDICINE 

Learn  about: 

*  Reporting  on  research  in  the  media 

■  Stem  cells 

■  Fighting  cancer  and  diseases  of  aging 

■  Drunken  fruit  flies  and  addiction 

■  The  developing  embryo 

■  Genomics  and  infectious  diseases 


Wednesday  evenings 

May  3  -  June  7,  7  to  8:45  p.m. 

Course  fee:  $75 

UCSF  Medical  Sciences  Building, 

51 3  Parnassus  Avenue,  San  Francisco 

Information:  415/476-2557 
Register:  at  lifelonglearning.ucsf.edu 
or  call  41 5/476-5808.  Visa,  MasterCard 
and  American  Express. 

IXSF 

University  of  Catfomia 
Sen  Francisco 


DEMOCRAT 

for 

STATE  SENATE 


I  LIKE 


WE  LIKE  MIKE!" 
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r  Nancy  Pejdsi 
Congressman  Tom  Lantos  f  Jp 
State  Senator  Jackie  Speier 
Supervisior  Fiona  Ma 

Paid  for  by  Mike  Nevin  for  State  Senate  601  Gateway  Blvd.,  Suite  630  South  San  Francisco,  CA  94080 


Growing  Wealth. 

7-Month  Savings  Certificate  with  High  Yield  Returns. 


•J&v 


APY* 


■’f 

with  one-time  bump-up  option! 

Deposit:  $1,000  -  $50,000 


New  Members 
Are  Welcome! 


Open 

Your 
Certificate 
Today! 

Offer  Ends  April  30th,  2006 

3  SF  locations  to  Serve  You: 

770  Golden  Gate  Avenue  at  Gough  Street 
2645  Ocean  Avenue  at  19th  Avenue 
4375  Geary  Boulevard  at  8th  Avenue 

www.SanFranciscoFCU.com 
(W)  775-5377.  option  4 
Open  Saturdays! 

San  Francisco 

FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


NCUA 


fiai 
100,000. 
National  Credit  Union 
Administration,  a  U.S. 
Government  Agency 


•  APY  (Annual  Percentage  Yield)  fixed  for  stated  terms  of  7-months.  APY  offered  on  7-month  certificate  opened  from  04/01/06  to  04/30/06:  subject 
f  to  change  without  notice.  Not  valid  for  IRA  certificates,  other  restrictions  apply,  Early  withdrawal  penalty  applies.  One  certificate  per  member 
under  this  special  offer.  If  the  APY  on  our  6-month  certificate  for  the  corresponding  balance  increases  above  4.89%  APY.  you  can  request  to  "bump- 
1  up"  your  rate  to  the  APY  offered  on  our  6-month  certificate  for  the  remainder  of  the  7-month  term.  APYs  for  6-month  certificates  can  be  monitored 
at  www.SanFrandscoFCU.com.  by  calling  or  visiting  any  branch.  Must  join  San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union  to  be  eligible  for  this  offer.  Individuals 
who  live,  work,  worship  or  attend  school  in  San  Francisco,  and  immediate  family  members  of  current  San  Francisco  FCU  members  are  eligible  to  join. 
A  $5  membership  fee  and  $5  deposit  into  a  Regular  Share  Savings  Account  required  for  membership. 

0603-1021B  NPRR/NPSB/NPFM/7CD 


Join  Today!  We  Are  Open  To  The  Entire  SF  Community! 


Coldwell  Banker  +  John  Kirkpatrick 

(leading  Coldwell  Banker  agent) 

=  A  Powerful  Combination 


Tod  Individual  Producer  in 
San  Francisco’s  largest  Office 

Top  1%  of  all  Coldwell  Banker 
Agents  Worldwide! 

Experience: 

•  Licensed  Broker  Since  1988 

•  Stanford  University’s  Gradudte  School  of 
Business  Executive  Marketing 

•  University  of  Southern  California  MBA  -  Marketing 

Community:  Vice  Chairman  YMCA  Community 
Outreach  Fundraising 

Docent  Program  Fine  Arts  Museums 
of  San  Francisco 

Languages  Skills:  Spanish,  Portuguese  and  Arabic 


Testimonials 


"John  ...  the  first  words  that  come  to  my  mind  about  John  are  -  in¬ 
tegrity,  honesty  and  devotion.  John  is  not  only  extremely  professional 
but  he  makes  himself  available  for  his  client,  responding  promptly  to 
questions  (e-mail,  telephone,  fax,  etc.).  What  makes  him  a  very  spe¬ 
cial  real  estate  agent  is  that  he  has  a  natural  intuition  about  people 
and  situation.  He  will  be  right  there  for  you  when  you  need  emotion¬ 
al  support ..." 


John  Kirkpatrick 

Broker  Associate 
Coldwell  Banker 
(415)412-0559 
john@johnkirkpatrick.com 
www.johnkirkpatrick.com 


-  Nathalie  Ferino 


COLDIWetX 
BANKER  □ 
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CRISSY  FIELD  CENTER 

SUMMER  CAMP 
2006 

One  and  two  week-long  day  camps 

June  26  to  August  18,  2006 

Ages  6  to  13 

Scholarships  available! 

Call  (415)  561-7762  or  visit 
www.  crissyfield.  org 


NATIONAL 

PARKS 

CONSERVANCY 


What  Are  Your  Kids  Doing 
This  Summer? 

Registration  for  SUMMER  CAMP  2006 
NOW  OPEN  at  the  Richmond  District  YMCA! 

Our  camps  serve  youth  in  Kindergarten  through  12th  grades. 
There’s  something  for  everyone!! 

For  grades  K-5,  we  offer  sports  camps,  art  &  science  camps, 
theme  parks,  outdoor  education  and  overnight  camping. 

For  grades  6-8,  we  offer  extreme  sports,  art  workshops,  mul¬ 
ti-adventure  caravans,  roller  coasters  and  white  rapid  tours. 

For  grades  9-12  we  offer  counselors  in  training,  Tahoe 
wilderness  backpacking  trip  and  Mexico  trip. 

Summer  is  just  around  the  corner.  Register  NOW. 

For  more  information,  call  the  Richmond  District 
YMCA  or  visit  our  Web  site. 


Call  Now  for  Brochure 


Richmond  District  YMCA 

360  18th  Avenue 

(415)  666-9622  •  www.ymcasf.org/richmond 

YMCA:  We  build  strong  kids,  strong  families,  strong  communities 

Financial  Assistance,  to  the  extent  possible,  is  made  available  through 
the  generosity  of  our  members  and  donors. 


Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  Junior  Golf  Program 


Summer  Calendar 


Head  Golf  Professional  Lance  Wong  at  the  Lincoln  Park  Golf 
Course  has  organized  golf  programs  for  youth  aged  7  to  17 
years  old.  The  weekly  programs  are  offered  on  a  full-  or  half¬ 
day  basis  from  June  19  to  August  25. 

Golfers  will  learn  the  foundations  of  a  good  golf  swing,  the 
facets  of  the  “short  game”  and  a  general  education  of  rules  and 
etiquette.  (The  average  student  to  instructor  ratio  is  6  to  1.) 

Weekly  Programs,  for  youth  aged  12  -  17,  are  conducted  daily 
from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  The  cost  is  $495. 

The  half-day  Mini-Sessions  run  from  8  a.m.  to  noon.  The  cost  is 
$300. 

The  dates  for  the  programs  are:  6/19-6/23;  6/26-6/30;  7/10-7/14; 
7/17-7/21;  7/24-7/28;  7/31-8/04;  8/07-8/11;  8/14-8/18;  8/21-8/25 

For  more  information,  contact  Lance  Wong  at  (415)  221-9911 
To  download  an  application,  go  to  www.playlincolngolf.com 


City  Hall  C) 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

Increase  the  minimum  wage 


While  the  city  and  county  of 
San  Francisco  is  ending  the  cur¬ 
rent  fiscal  year  with  an  unexpect¬ 
ed  surplus  of  $137.3  million,  the 
controller’s  office  has  projected  a 
$12.5  million  shortfall  for  the  fis¬ 
cal  year  2006-2007,  even  if  the 
surplus  is  assumed. 

Recently,  there  have  been  a 
number  of  supplemental  appro¬ 
priations  from  the  mayor  and  SF 
Board  of  Supervisors,  which  pri¬ 
oritized  the  spending  of  the  sur¬ 
plus  revenues  on  furthering  liv¬ 
ing  wage  legislation,  street  resur¬ 
facing,  affordable  housing,  vio¬ 
lence  prevention,  juvenile  hall 
construction  and  parks  renova¬ 
tion. 

The  City  needs  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  plan  to  address  homicide 
and  violence  prevention.  So  far, 
there  is  none.  Allocating  more 
money  to  policing  and  to  certain 
community  programs,  but  not  to 
others,  is  not  the  solution. 

Violence  prevention  means 
we  need  to  set  performance  crite¬ 
ria,  have  benchmarks  and  set 
measurable  standards.  We  need 
to  be  more  thoughtful.  Relevant 
city  institutions  must  meet  with 
community  stakeholders  and  cre¬ 
ate  a  plan  before  money  is  allo¬ 
cated. 

As  I  consider  these  supple¬ 
mental  appropriations,  I  am  pri¬ 
oritizing  “family  economic  self 


sufficiency.”  San  Francisco 
adopted  this  goal  a  few  years 
ago,  where  local  governments 
help  families  achieve  economic 
self-sufficiency  through  legisla¬ 
tive  initiatives  and  budgetary  de¬ 
cisions. 

Self-sufficiency  means  that  in¬ 
dividuals  and  families  earn 
enough  to  cover  the  costs  of  liv¬ 
ing  and  working  in  San 
Francisco,  including  food,  rent, 
child  care,  transportation,  health 
care  and  taxes. 

A  United  Way  study  found 
that  a  family  of  two  adults  with  a 
preschool  child  must  make  an 
hourly  wage  of  $16.37  per  adult 
in  order  to  be  self-sufficient.  San 
Francisco’s  current  minimum 
wage  and  living  wage  fall  well 
below  that.  As  a  result,  I  put 
forth  a  budgetary  proposal  that 
would  appropriate  $4,629,087  for 
increasing  the  living  wage  from 
$  1 0.50  an  hour  to  $  1 1 .04  an 
hour. 

This  is  just  the  tip  of  the  ice¬ 
berg  for  helping  families,  but  it  is 
still  important  to  ensure  that  the 
city’s  living  wage  is  increased 
and  adjusted  for  the  rising  cost  of 
living. 

The  living  wage  requires  that 
employers  pay  wages  above  fed¬ 
eral  or  state  minimum  wage  lev¬ 
els.  Workers  employed  by  both 
for-profit  and  non-profit  busi¬ 


nesses  that  contract  or  lease  with 
San  Francisco  must  pay  the  liv¬ 
ing  wage.  It  is  the  City’s  policy 
to  not  contract  with  businesses 
that  pay  poverty  level  wages,  es¬ 
pecially  when  for-profit  business¬ 
es  can  offset  the  costs. 

The  $4.6  million  appropria¬ 
tion  is  to  help  workers  in  a  non¬ 
profit  setting,  including  home 
care  workers,  shelter  workers  and 
others  who  provide  needed  city 
services  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost 
were  the  services  provided  by 
civil  servants.  This  appropriation 
helps  non-profit  businesses  cover 
the  costs  associated  with  the 
wage  increase. 

Raising  the  living  wage  not 
only  helps  workers  and  their 
families,  but  it  also  helps  pro¬ 
mote  responsible  economic  de¬ 
velopment.  Some  employers 
have  experienced  reduced  em¬ 
ployee  turnover  rates  and  de¬ 
creased  recruitment  and  training 
costs.  At  San  Francisco 
International  Airport,  security 
screeners  who  bad  a  turnover  rate 
of  94.7  percent  before  the  living 
wage,  had  an  18.7  percent 
turnover  rate  after  the  living 
wage  went  into  effect. 

Allocating  money  for  an  in¬ 
creased  living  wage  is  critical. 
Workers  who  benefit  from  the 
living  wage  are  from  poor  and 
low-income  families.  These  fam¬ 
ilies  are  the  backbone  of  the  City, 
providing  important  and  critical 
services. 

For  more  information  on  the 
budget  process,  check  the  super¬ 
visors’  budget  Web  site  at 
www. sfgov.org/  si  te/bdsup  vrs_i  n  - 
dex.asp?id=30446. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  1. 


Plan  to  ban  Ocean  Beach  fires 


Continued  from  page  1 

resolution  concerning  fires  at  its 
Jan.  15,  2002  meeting.  Fires 
were  limited  in  2004  to  the  area 
between  Fulton  Street  and 
Lincoln  Way. 

Evenson  said  staff  made  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  to  ban  fires  at  the 
GGNRA’s  Feb.  28  meeting.  A  fi¬ 
nal  decision,  expected  at  the  end 
of  April  or  early  May,  will  be 
made  by  GGNRA 

Superintendent  Brian  O’Neil. 
The  decision  must  be  made  as  a 
change  in  the  GGNRA’s 
Compendium,  something  only 
the  superintendent  can  do. 


Evenson  said  he  looked  at 
various  ways  to  keep  the  fires 
blazing  at  Ocean  Beach,  includ¬ 
ing  creating  a  series  of  fire  pits 
on  the  beach.  That  idea  was  too 
expensive,  he  said,  because  per¬ 
mits  would  have  to  be  issued  and 
enforced.  The  cost  of  the  permits 
could  have  been  cost-prohibitive, 
more  than  $25,  causing  a  de¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  people 
filing  for  a  permit. 

“Beach  fires  are  a  spur  of  the 
moment  activity,”  Evenson  said, 
citing  another  difficulty  with  the 
permitting  system. 

Additionally,  to  crack  down 
on  illegal  fires  and  to  enforce  the 


various  types  of  fires  that  are  per¬ 
mitted,  at  least  four  more  rangers 
and  two  maintenance  personnel 
would  have  to  be  added  to  the 
GGNRA’s  payroll. 

In  the  end,  after  looking  at 
four  options:  maintaining  the  sta¬ 
tus  quo;  instituting  a  10  p.m.  cur¬ 
few  to  put  fires  out;  creating  fire 
rings  and  a  total  ban  on  fires,  it 
was  decided  to  recommend  ban¬ 
ning,  Evenson  said. 

Public  comment  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  ban  will  be  taken  until 
April  14.  So  far,  Evenson  said, 
about  45  people  have  commented 
on  the  new  policy,  including  sev¬ 
eral  from  a  men’s  group  that  has 
fires  on  the  beach  on  Wednesday 
evenings.  Most  of  the  comments 
are  opposed  to  the  fire  ban. 

To  comment  about  the  Ocean 
Beach  bonfire  policy,  call  (415) 
561-4723  or  e-mail  rudy ^even- 
son®  nps.gov. 

UCSF  tries  for 
world  record 

As  part  of  a  nationwide  goal 
to  screen  one  million  Americans 
for  skin  cancer  in  a  single  day, 
setting  a  new  Guinness  world 
record  along  the  way,  members 
of  the  public  are  invited  to  under¬ 
go  free  skin  cancer  screenings  on 
Saturday,  May  6,  from  9  a.m.  to 
3  p.m.  The  screenings  will  be 
held  at  the  UCSF  Medical  Center 
located  at  Mount  Zion,  1701 
Divisadero  St.,  third  floor.  The 
goal  is  to  screen  5,606  people  at 
the  UCSF  site. 

No  appointment  is  necessary. 
The  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
UCSF  Department  of 
Dermatology  and  the  American 
Academy  of  Dermatology.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  receiving  a  free  screen¬ 
ing,  participants  will  also  be  edu¬ 
cated  about  sun  protection.  For 
more  information,  call  353-7800. 


What’s  On  Line? 


Attention  Buyers,  Sellers,  Property 
Owners,  Investors  or  Tenants! 

We  can  be  of  assistance  to  you. 

Check  our  website  at 
www.cournaleco.com 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
"Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 
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100  YEARS  LATER 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

1906  EARTHQUAKE  AND  FIRE  COMMEMORATION 

Join  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  in  celebrating 
the  enduring  spirit  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco 

Traditional  Memorial  at  Lotta  s  Fountain 
on  Tuesday,  April  18,  2006  at  4:30  am 
(Market  &  Kearny  Streets) 

Other  Centennial  Event  Information:  sfrising.org  Emergency  Preparedness:  72hours.org 


On  June  6,  Vote  Lou  Papan  for  State  Senate  District  8! 

As  an  Assemblyman  Representing  the  19th  District  for  20  years, 

Lou  Papan  Stood  Up  For  California’s  Working  Families  and  Children. 


As  a  State  Senator,  Lou  Papan  will: 

•  FIGHT  to  make  sure  our  SCHOOLS  ARE  FULLY  FUNDED! 

•  FIGHT  to  EXPAND  OUR  PUBLIC  TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEM! 

•  FIGHT  for  MORE  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING! 

Lou  Papan-Experience  We  Need.  Leadership  You  Can  Trust. 

Join  the  Papan  for  Senate  Team  Today:  www.loupapan.com  or  (650)  588-4LOU  (4568) 


ID! 


Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Company ■■ 


ELIXIR  MICHAELVDAVID 


3  SS  ESTATES  GCOUP 
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St.  John's  100th  anniversary  in  the  Richmond 


by  Judith  Kahn 

St  John’s  Presbyterian  Church 
is  now  celebrating  its  100th  an¬ 
niversary  in  the  Richmond 
District. 

The  church,  which  has  been  in 
San  Francisco  for  about  150 
years,  moved  to  its  present  loca¬ 
tion  at  25  Lake  St.  on  Easter 
Sunday,  April  15,  1906  -  three 
days  before  the  great  quake  of 
1906. 

During  the  quake,  the  church 
was  heavily  damaged. 
Congregation  members  held  ser¬ 
vices  in  each  other’s  homes  until 
repairs  were  completed  a  year 
later. 

John  Anderson,  a  pastor  at  St. 
John’s,  said  the  event  changed 
the  church  into  a  place  of  refuge 
and  hope  for  hungry,  displaced 


and  desperate  neighbors. 

St.  John’s  is  celebrating  its 
first  100  years  in  the  Richmond 
by  implementing  and  expanding 
existing  programs  as  well  as  cre¬ 
ating  others,  which  will  help 
them  better  serve  the  community 
in  the  future. 

One  of  the  congregation’s  ef¬ 
forts  is  to  keep  working  for  jus¬ 
tice  and  peace  by  donating  20 
percent  of  its  budget  to  local  and 
overseas  programs.  Locally, 
among  the  groups  the  church  do¬ 
nates  money  to  is  the  Hamilton 
Family  Shelter  and  Network 
Ministries,  which  provides  pro¬ 
grams  for  prostitutes  in  the 
Tenderloin. 

They  also  support  internation¬ 
al  programs,  such  as  efforts  to 
preserve  local  folk  music  in 
Thailand  and  economic  and  jus¬ 


tice  programs  in  Bolivia. 

The  church  also  donates  space 
to  non-profit  groups,  such  as  the 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 

The  church’s  congregation  is 
proud  of  the  ongoing  restoration 
of  the  120-year-old  stained  glass 
window  depicting  St  John  the 
Evangelist,  which  is  located  in 
the  chapel.  It  depicts  St.  John 
holding  the  Crosier,  a  symbol  of 
authority,  as  well  as  the  Bible. 
John  Lennox  is  performing  the 
restoration. 

On  Saturdays,  families  who 
live  in  the  Richmond  District  and 
are  in  need  of  assistance  pick  up 
a  free  bag  of  groceries.  The  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  ongoing  for  10 
years.  On  Friday  evenings,  chil¬ 
dren  help  fill  the  grocery  bags. 
The  next  morning,  they  assist  in 
distributing  them. 

Tatiana  Zanenko,  who  heads 
the  children’s  orchestra  at  the 
church,  is  proud  of  her  perform¬ 
ers.  The  orchestra  is  unique  be¬ 
cause  no  matter  what  the  skill 
level  of  the  child,  they  can  all 
play  in  the  orchestra  if  they  wish 
to.  When  choosing  which  pieces 
to  play,  orchestra  leader  Tatiana 
chooses  compositions  that  have  a 
part  for  all  members. 

The  orchestra  performs  at  the 
Sunset  Festival  and  at  various  re¬ 
tirement  homes  in  the  City.  They 
also  are  participants  at  the  Youth 
Festival  at  the  M.H.  de  Young 
Memorial  Museum.  The  music 
ranges  from  classical  to  jazz  to 
folk.  Professional  musicians  offer 
private  instruction  to  the  per¬ 
formers  on  a  sliding  scale. 

Anderson  describes  St.  John’s 
Sunday  School  curriculum  as 
both  child-inspiring  and  teacher 
friendly.  For  example,  children 
write  prayers  and  lead  the  liturgy 
in  worship. 

Salt  bread, which  is  based 
upon  a  Hebrew  recipe,  is  used  for 
communion  worship  and  is 
baked  by  the  children.  During 
worship,  pastors  take  time  to  talk 


CAFE  &  DELI 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

’Offering  Take  Out  Meals,  M--Th  until  v  p.m. 
’Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

6000  California  St.  @  22nd  Ave. ,  Tel.  221-7801 


‘We  are  all  spiritual  beings  in  this  human  experience.’ 


e 


Unification  Institute 
of  A.I.W.P. 


Individual  and  long  term  groups  spiritual  counseling 
Cross  cultural  techniques  include  dream  work,  ritual,  nutri¬ 
tion  and  body/mind  interactions,  communication  and  change, 
imagery  training  and  stress  management. 

Tel:  (415)  759-8105 


San  Francisco 
233  Sansome  Street 
415.338.0843 


There’s  Always  Room  for  Growth 

Whether  you  are  starting  a  new  business  or  looking  to 
expand  an  existing  business,  our  loan  professionals 
offer  solutions  tailored  to  suit  your  specific  needs. 

Visit  your  local  Bank  of  the  Orient  branch  to  find  out  more. 


Bankofthe  Orient® 

Service  Strengthened  by  Over  30  Years  of  Financial  Expertise 


San  Francisco 
1 023  Stockton  Street 
415.338.0879 


San  Francisco 
317  SixthAvenue 
415.338.0809 


San  Francisco 
2001  Irving  Street 
415.338.0600 


Oakland 
360  Twelfth  Street 
510.834.0731 


Millbrae 

500  Broadway  Avenue 
650.259.3388 


City  of  Industry 
18605  E.  Gale  Avenue 
626.912.8030 


Honolulu 
765  Bishop  Street 
808.543.3700 


Honolulu 

2851  E.  Manoa  Road 

808.973.4500  FDI<§  ® 


Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a  m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


1 .800.881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 


Photos:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


to  the  children  to  inspire  them  to 
think  about  how  they  can  partici¬ 
pate  in  stopping  the  injustices  of 
the  world  through  their  actions 
and  behaviors. 

For  example,  during  one  ser¬ 
vice  the  children  were  asked  to 
think  about  improving  their  envi¬ 
ronment  by  using  recycling  bins 
and  reducing  the  use  of  pesti¬ 
cides. 

Another  part  of  St.  John’s 
Sunday  School  curriculum  is 
teaching  youth  listening  and 
anger  management  skills. 

In  a  time  of  increasing  terror¬ 
ism  and  conflict  between  the 
Israelis  and  Palestinians, 
Anderson  is  excited  about  a 
program  still  in  its  infancy. 

With  their  neighbor  across  the 
street,  the  Temple  Emanu-el,  they 
are  forming  groups  to  discuss 
and  formulate  some  plans  to  try 
to  solve  the  ongoing  conflict  be¬ 
tween  Israel  and  the  Palestinians. 
He  was  quick  to  caution  me  that 
they  have  just  begun,  so  specifics 
about  the  program  are  still  being 


St.  John's  Presbyterian 
Church  (above)  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  Arguello 
Boulevard  and  Lake 
Street.  The  first  service  at 
the  church  was  held  be¬ 
fore  the  great  earth¬ 
quake  of  1906.  Pastor 
John  Anderson  (left)  and 
Pastor  Theresa  Cho  are 
celebrating  St.  John's 
Presbyterian  Church's 
100th  anniversary  in  the 
Richmond  District. 

worked  out. 

Anderson  pointed  out  that 
Temple  Emanu-el  and  St.  John’s 
have  exchanged  pulpits  for  many 
years. 

Another  program  hosted  at  St. 
John’s  is  the  Dorcas  Quilters. 
They  have  been  making  heir- 
loom-quality  quilts  since  1935. 
The  group  hand-quilts  unfinished 
quilts  or  repairs  quilts  for  a  small 
fee,  which  is  donated  to  the 
church. 

Another  program  offered  by 
St.  John’s  is  Jump  Up,  a  music 
movement  class  for  children 
aged  newborn  to  toddler. 

Through  all  of  the  programs 
that  St.  John’s  supports, 
Anderson  hopes  the  church  will 
continue  its  legacy  of  being  a  re¬ 
source  for  the  community. 

St.  John’s  is  located  at  25 
Lake  St.  For  more  information 
about  the  church’s  programs, 
call  (415)  751-1626  or  go  to  its 
Web  site  at  www.stjohnssf.org. 


I  specialize  in  the  Richmond  District 
and  Laurel  Heights  Real  Estate  Markets 

I  have  an  extensive  knowledge  of  property  values, 
marketing  trends,  home  decor  and 
pricing  strategies  for  these  neighborhoods. 

I  am  a  strong  negotiator,  who  utilizes  the  latest 
technology  and  marketing  concepts  for  my  clients. 

If  you  are  thinking  about  selling,  please  give  me  a  call 
for  a  free,  no-obligation  market  analysis  of  your  home. 

Oron  Maher 

(415)  452-7811 
Oron.Maher  @  cbnorcal.com 
www.camoves.com 


Richmond  District  Investment  Opportunity 


•  5  spacious  units  with  good  cash  flow 
and  remodeled  units,  some  with 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  views 

•  Located  in  vibrant  part  of  Richmond 
District 


si  ' 

|Ii  P  ij 

Please  call  for  more  information  "Mill# 


Nobody  knows  the  Richmond  like  Oron  Maher 
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Lifelong  buddies  write  book 
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From  left  to  right,  Carl  Swendsen  and  Normand  Black 
look  over  the  shoulder  of  Ken  Ross  at  the  computer. 
The  three  men,  who  have  been  friends  since  the  first 
grade,  have  collaborated  on  a  book  about  their  expe¬ 
riences,  including  during  World  War  II. 


Continued  from  page  1 

over  and  saw  that  fellow  student 
Ross  was  upset  because  he  did 
not  have  a  pencil.  He  immediate¬ 
ly  broke  his  in  half  to  share,  and 
they  have  been  good  friends  ever 
since. 

“To  me,  a  friend  is  someone 
that  is  your  friend  during  both 
good  times  and  bad;  someone 
who  will  be  there  for  you,”  Ross 
said. 

“We  all  lived  within  a  few 
blocks  of  each  other  and  used  to 
hang  out  together,  playing  ball. 
Cowboys  and  Indians,  and  going 
to  shows.  We  sang  in  a  group, 
calling  ourselves  the  ‘Clement 
Street  Troubadours,’  singing  on 
street  corners  and  for  girls  we 
knew,”  he  said. 

“It  was  the  Depression  and 
nobody  had  any~  money.  We 
learned  to  make  our  own  fun.  I 
always  wanted  a  bike,  but  I  never 
got  one.  We  had  a  saying  back 
then:  ‘Use  it  up,  wear  it  out, 
make  it  do,  and  do  without,’” 
Swendsen  said. 

“A  friend  is  someone  you  like 
and  trust  and  has  qualities  that 
you  admire.  I  admired  Ken  be¬ 
cause  he  was  very  smart,  and 
Normand  was  very  brave  and 
daring.  Both  were  very  honest 
and  would  never  do  anything  that 
was  dishonest,”  he  said. 

When  the  war  ended,  all  three 
returned  home  to  the  Richmond 
District  to  complete  their  educa¬ 
tion,  get  married  and  start  busi¬ 
nesses.  They  resumed  their 
friendships  as  well. 

With  samany  vivid  memories 


The  Richmond  District’s 
McCoppin  Elementary  School 
recently  hosted  “Read  Out  Loud 
Day,”  a  daylong  event  during 
which  members  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  read  favorite  children’s  books 
to  students  in  kindergarten 


lingering  from  the  war  years, 
they  decided  in  2001  to  write  a 
book  recounting  their  experi¬ 
ences.  Late  last  year,  “We  Didn’t 
Know  We  Were  Heroes”  was  re¬ 
leased.  It  narrates  the  gritty,  hu¬ 
morous  and  poignant  story  of 
their  years  in  the  service  -  the 
good  times  and  the  monotony; 
the  horror  of  battle  and  getting 
wounded;  the  long  and  stressful 
days  at  sea;  and  the  pain  of  los¬ 
ing  friends  along  the  way. 

“The  title  came  about  by  acci¬ 
dent.  Somebody  said,  maybe  we 
were  heroes  and  didn’t  know  it. 

We  thought  we  were  three  av¬ 
erage  guys  just  doing  our  part 
like  everybody  else.  We  didn’t 
think  of  ourselves  as  heroes,” 
Swendsen  said. 


through  fifth  grade. 

The  event  emphasized  the  im¬ 
portance  of  reading  to  youth,  and 
gave  community  members  the 
opportunity  to  share  the  joy  of 
reading  with  school  students. 


“We  grew  up  fast  in  the  ser¬ 
vice,  but  our  youth  had  been 
stolen  away.  We  came  out  much 
older  and  wiser.  Military  life  is 
very  hum-drum;  people  getting 
killed,  the  destruction  and  the 
protocol  can  be  demeaning.  I  fi¬ 
nally  made  it  out.  It  was  an  expe¬ 
rience  I  will  never  forget,  but  I 
most  surely  would  not  want  to  do 
it  again,”  Ross  said. 

“The  Navy  taught  me  respon¬ 
sibility  and  how  to  work  with 
others,  but  I  also  saw  a  lot  of 
meanness  and  arrogance  from  the 
officers.  I  decided  I  didn’t  want 
to  make  a  career  out  of  it,” 
Swendsen  said. 

“I  hate  war.  I  feel  it  is  the 
worst  catastrophe  that  can  befall 
us.  War  is  not  glorious,  thrilling 
or  even  exciting.  War  is  simply  a 
terrible,  horrible  waste,”  said 
Ross.  Swendsen  agreed. 

“War  is  a  nasty  business,  as 
young  men  who  answer  the  call 
to  arms  soon  find  out,”  he  said. 

“We  Didn’t  Know  We  Were 
Heroes”  is  available  at  local 
bookstores,  including  Green 
Apple  Books  on  Clement  Street. 


McCoppin  students  'read  aloud' 


IT'S  NO  TROUBLE  KEEPING  UP  WITH  OUR  WORKOUT. 
AFTER  ALL,  SARA  HAS  A  5-YEAR-OLD  GRANDSON. 


FIRST  UNITED 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave, 
Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  & 
6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 
Please  Call  255-4405  or 
1-800-FIT-IS-IT  for  information 


The  Market  Has 


600  - - - - - - - - - - - 

D1  U2  03  Vi  D5  *06 
Avg  Selling  Rice 


After  5+  Years  of  Gains  ... 

Is  It  Time  You  Sell  and  Cash  Out? 
Call  Kory  to  Find  Out. 


Buy  2  months  - 
get  the  third 
month  FREE 


*New  students  only 


The  Beauty  Network 
& 

Shlomit  Skin  Care 
Welcome  the  New 
JeiKt  Spring  Collection 

We'd  Love  to  Show  You  Why 
We  Think  It's  So  Exciting!! 

•  Wild  Apple  PureGloss  for  Lips 

•  Jane  PureMoist  LipColour 

•  Super-shape  Me  Brow  Kits 

Come  See  What  All  the 
Excitement  is  About! 


Beauty  Network 
5748  Geary  Blvd. 
(415)  387-1477 

www.shlomitskincare.com 


Kory  Stradinger,  MBA 

Real  Estate  Consultant 

415  640-8653 

kory.stradinger@prurealty.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR. 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 

WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE. 


For  your  Auto,  Home,  Life  and  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  of 
these  Stale  Farm  Agents: 


Ernie  Louie 

2209  Clement  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-752-6119 

CA  lie.  #0700879 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATI  FARM 


INSUIANCi 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 
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Struggling  to  find  the  right  school 
for  your  middle  grade  child? 
for  your  kindergartner? 


There’s  still  time  to  schedule  a  school  tour.  Call  to  ar¬ 
range  a  tour  and  discover  why  St.  Monica  School  offers 
the  best  education  in  the  Richmond/Sea  Cliff  area. 


■  Strong  academics 

■  Closeknit  community 


■  Safe  environment 

■  Physical  education 


Transfer  students  are  always 
welcome 


For  a  school  packet,  call 

(415)  751-9564 

www.stmonlcasf.org 


■  Extended  Care  Program 

■  Mandarin  and  Cantonese 
classes 

a  Financial  assistance  and 
payment  plans 


And  much  morel 


St. Monica  School 
Grades  K-8 


Dedicated 


Estate  Ltd. 
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415-353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 
mcklcrovfo?  i  8001ilbert.com 


Bruce  McKleroy 
Ritchie  liallanan  Real 


I  am  a  prominent 
real  estate  figure  in  the  community. 
I  haw  a  tot  of  dedication  and  experience 
helping  people  with  their  real  estate  needs. 
This  kind  of  experience  and  dedication 
sets  the  standards  tor  excellence  in  the  industry. 

Call  me  if  you  are  buying  or  selling. 
Chances  are,  1  can  help. 


RITCHIE 
H  ALLAN  AN 

it  i  a  l  r  s  i  \  i  i 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

Y  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

/  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 

✓  First  4  hours  FREE! 
y  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 


Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 

-  *Vt,  r  &'£. 

M  7k  m  n 

ToD-FLIeHf-,  % 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 
Fax:  750-9939 
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SF  Toyota  takes  over  Cala  site 


Continued  from  page  1 

SF  Toyota  will  not  increase 
traffic  congestion  along  Geary, 
said  Horton.  Cala  Foods  had 
dozens  of  deliveries  per  day,  far 
more  than  the  number  Horton  an¬ 
ticipates  at  SF  Toyota,  whose  de¬ 
liveries  will  come  only  in  the 
evening. 


Horton  also  said  he  does  not 
think  noise  will  be  an  issue  be¬ 
cause  repair  work  will  be  done 
inside  the  building.  Furthermore, 
he  added,  modem  car  repair  and 
maintenance  techniques  have  be¬ 
come  increasingly  dependent  on 
technology  and  less  dependent 
on  “noisy  work.” 

The  commission  placed  a  con¬ 


dition  in  the  Conditional  Use 
Permit:  If  neighbors  complain 
about  the  noise  level,  the  auto 
shop  will  have  to  keep  its  garage 
doors  closed  as  often  as  practi¬ 
cally  possible. 

The  next  step  in  the  planning 
process  is  acquiring  a  building 
permit  to  make  modifications  to 
the  building. 


Richmond  playgrounds  rate  a  'C' 


Continued  from  page  1 

sealing  wooden  structures  by 
thoroughly  and  regularly  paint¬ 
ing  them.  But  the  survey  re¬ 
vealed  that  only  42  percent  of 
San  Francisco’s  wooden  play 
structures  are  properly  painted. 

No  San  Francisco  district  re¬ 
ceived  an  A  average.  Districts  8, 
9  and  10  brought  home  the  best 
report  cards,  each  with  Bs. 
Districts  1  through  7  averaged 
C’s  and  District  11  posted  the 
City’s  only  D  average. 

Citywide,  more  than  half  of 
all  playground  equipment  was 
rusted,  rotted  or  corroded,  and 
nearly  half  of  all  swings  were 
considered  unsafe  due  to  open  s- 
hooks. 

“The  s-hooks  were  an  area  of 
concern  that  came  up  a  lot,”  said 
Jeff  Condit,  NPC’s  playground 
and  capital  projects  coordinator. 
“They  need  to  be  closed  at  least 
to  the  width  of  a  dime.  They  tend 
to  open  up  over  time  so  there  can 
be  entanglement  issues  with 
kids’  clothing.  Rec.  and  Park  just 
has  to  go  out  with  some  pliers  to 
fix  them.” 

Though  the  survey  format 
was  adapted  from  the  National 
Program  for  Playground  Safety, 
volunteers  were  not  conducting  a 
safety  survey. 

According  to  Condit,  the  sur¬ 
vey  was  modified  and  “refocused 
on  maintenance  issues,”  which 


Continued  from  page  4 

ed. 

Nine  uniformed  police  offi¬ 
cers  arrived  at  the  scene  and  no¬ 
ticed  two  cars  parked  in  the  lot. 
The  officers  held  four  people  on 
the  sidewalk  at  gunpoint  while 
another  suspect  was  handcuffed. 
This  was  done  so  the  officers 
could  look  for  weapons. 

A  pat-down  search  of  the  sus¬ 
pects  proved  negative,  but  two 
loaded  paint-ball  rifles  were 
found  in  one  of  the  vehicles.  One 
suspect  admitted  they  belonged 
to  him,  and  he  was  arrested. 
Another  suspect  was  also  booked 
when  a  baggie  of  suspected 
methamphetamine  and  a  pipe 
were  found  in  his  jacket  pocket. 

Burglary,  Possession  of 
Stolen  Property:  March  20, 
5:26  a.m.,  1500  Block  of 
Cabrillo  Street 

Police  officers  received  a  call 
from  a  man  who,  looking  out  of 
his  apartment  window  at  first 
dawn,  saw  an  auto  theft  in 
-progress. 

Three  officers  arrived  at  the 
scene  and  noticed  the  suspect  in¬ 
side  a  green  Chevy  Blazer, 
smoking  a  cigarette. 

The  officers  then  took  the  sus¬ 
pect  out  of  the  vehicle  and  one 
officer  asked  him  if  the  vehicle 
was  his.  He  said  it  was  not  his 
and  he  did  not  know  who  owned 
it.  He  then  said  somebody  else 
broke  the  window  before  he  ar¬ 
rived  and  he  just  jumped  in  to 
take  some  items  out. 

In  the  back  seat,  a  backpack 
containing  CDs,  two  AM/FM 
CD  players,  two  screwdrivers 


Condit  says  the  RPD  was  “more 
comfortable  with.” 

“I  think  the  idea  for  a  survey 
like  this  is  great,”  says  Amanda 
Morales,  the  mother  of  a  toddler 
who  lives  near  Dolores  Park. 
“But  I  wish  someone  would  look 
into  safety  issues  as  well  as  up¬ 
keep.” 

According  to  an  RPD  staff 
member,  who  asked  not  to  be 
named,  the  reason  behind  RPD’s 
insistence  on  a  maintenance 
rather  than  a  safety  survey  re¬ 
veals  a  much  deeper  problem 
with  the  city’s  playgrounds.  The 
staffer  says  there  was  “fierce  dis¬ 
cussion  over  the  (Love  Your 
Playground)  survey.” 

Had  the  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council  certified  its  volunteers  to 
be  safety  inspectors,  “we  would 
see  a  good  percentage  of  the 
city’s  parks  not  meeting  even  ba¬ 
sic  national  safety  standards.  I 
think  if  they  (the  Parks  Council) 
had  gone  ahead  and  done  a  safety 
survey,  a  lot  of  our  parks  would 
have  to  close,”  the  source  said. 

“There  have  been  a  lot  of 
changes  in  safety  regulations  in 
recent  years  and  I’d  say  a  majori¬ 
ty  of  our  playgrounds  are  not  up 
to  code,”  Wade  said.  “Hopefully, 
we  can  use  the  survey  results  to 
get  Rec.  and  Park  to  pay  atten¬ 
tion  to  maintenance  issues  and  in 
places  where  things  are  really 
dire,  it  will  be  a  wake-up  call  for 
our  civic  body.  Maybe  they  will 


and  two  flashlights  was  discov¬ 
ered.  The  suspect  denied  they 
were  his. 

Concurrently,  an  officer  re¬ 
ceived  a  phone  call  from  a  per¬ 
son  who  said  his  vehicle  had 
been  broken  into  and  the  car 
stereo  and  some  CDs  were  taken. 
Upon  arrival  at  the  station,  the 
victim  identified  one  of  the  CD 
players,  the  CDs  and  the  screw¬ 
driver  as  his. 

Carrying  Deadly  Weapon 
with  Intent  to  Commit  Assault, 
Vandalism:  March  18,  2  a.m., 
3300  Block  of  Geary  Boulevard 

Officers  were  dispatched  to  a 
diner  on  Geary  Boulevard  re¬ 
garding  a  22-year-old  subject 
brandishing  a  knife  in  the  park¬ 
ing  lot.  He  was  described  as 
wearing  a  black  baseball  cap, 
striped  white  shirt  and  blue  jeans. 

As  the  diner’s  security  guard 
and  cashier  ran  after  the  suspect, 
officers  caught  up  to  him  and 
took  him  into  custody.  He  did  not 
have  a  knife  on  him,  but  he  had  a 
large  laceration  on  his  pinky  fin¬ 
ger  and  requested  an  ambulance. 
A  medic  bandaged  the  laceration, 
and  the  suspect  was  taken  to  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital  for 
treatment.  He  was  booked  after 
being  treated. 

According  to  the  diner’s  secu¬ 
rity  guard,  the  suspect  was  run¬ 
ning  through  the  parking  lot  with 
a  large  meat  cleaver  in  his  hand. 
It  appeared,  the  guard  said,  that 
the  suspect  and  two  unknown 
males  were  chasing  someone. 
The  suspect  then  allegedly 
swung  his  knife  at  the  rear  pas¬ 
senger  side  of  an  unknown  vehi¬ 
cle,  hitting  the  car  with  the  knife. 


prioritize  a  new  way  to  find  mon¬ 
ey  for  parks  programs.” 

When  it  was  announced  that 
the  City  could  have  a  windfall  of 
tax  monies  in  the  $100  million 
range,  one  of  the  proposals  put 
forth  to  spend  it  came  from  SF 
Board  of  Supervisors  President 
Aaron  Peskin,  who  proposed  that 
$35  million  be  spent  on  the  Rec. 
and  Park  Department’s  Capital 
Projects  Plan. 

Peskin’s  plan  would  complete 
all  of  the  Phase  1  projects  in  the 
capital  plan  that  were  supposed 
to  be  completed  with  money 
from  a  $110  million  bond  mea¬ 
sure  passed  by  city  voters  in 
2000. 

Peskin’s  proposal  would  pro¬ 
vide  money  for  the  Lincoln  Park 
Master  Plan  ($600,000);  Lincoln 
Park  Playground  ($1.1  million); 
Sava  Pool  ($3  million);  and  the 
Lake  Merced  Master  Plan  and 
overlook  and  trail  ($1  million). 

“A  number  of  projects  were 
chopped  off  the  go-ahead  list 
when  Rec.  and  Park  realized  they 
were  running  out  of  money,” 
Wade  said. 

With  more  families  with  chil¬ 
dren  under  the  age  of  six  leaving 
San  Francisco  every  year,  Wade 
believes  maintaining  play¬ 
grounds  could  be  the  first  step  in 
reversing  that  trend. 

Christi  Hegranes  wrote  this 
article  for  the  Neighborhood 
Newswire. 

blotter ... 

He  also  allegedly  punched  a 
large  window  of  the  diner,  shat¬ 
tering  it,  before  fleeing.  No  cus¬ 
tomers  were  reported  hurt. 

Officers  also  detained  four 
people  who  were  together  in  a 
car.  They  denied  knowledge  of 
knife,  but  when  officers  removed 
them  from  the  vehicle,  the  blade 
of  a  meat  cleaver  was  in  plain 
view.  The  knife  was  seized. 

Child  Abandonment  and 
Neglect:  March  5,  6:30  p.m., 
400  Block  of  Fifth  Avenue 

Two  police  officers  responded 
to  a  Fifth  Avenue  home  for  a 
“well-being  check”  of  a  one- 
month-old  child  after  a  man 
walked  into  police  headquarters 
saying,  “Baby,  baby.” 

At  the  scene,  the  officers  en¬ 
countered  the  baby’s  father  - 
who  identified  himself  as  the 
baby’s  uncle.  The  suspect  direct¬ 
ed  officers  to  a  parked  car  and 
picked  up  a  bundle  of  clothing 
from  under  it.  Inside  the  wet 
clothing  was  a  newborn  child. 
The  officers  called  an  ambulance 
for  the  shivering  child. 

Prior  to  the  incident,  the  sus¬ 
pect  allegedly  told  his  girlfriend 
of  one  year,  “You’ll  never  see 
this  baby.”  He  then  barricaded 
her  in  the  bedroom. 

After  she  was  finally  able  to 
get  out  of  the  room,  the  last  thing 
she  saw  was  her  boyfriend  leav¬ 
ing  the  apartment  with  their  son. 

When  the  suspect’s  cousin 
saw  the  suspect  holding  the  baby 
in  the  rain,  he  asked  to  take  the 
baby  inside. 

“This  is  none  of  your  busi¬ 
ness,”  the  suspect  replied. 

The  suspect  was  booked. 


Police  blotter ...  Police 
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Editor: 

Concerning  the  proposed  clo¬ 
sure  of  the  eastern  end  of  Golden 
Gate  Park  to  traffic  on  Saturdays, 
like  it  currently  is  on  Sundays, 
there  needs  to  be  consideration  of 
the  difference  between  the  two 
weekend  days. 

Saturday  is  the  day  that  many 
working  people  take  care  of  fam¬ 
ily  “business”  that  they  are  un¬ 
able  to  do  during  the  week. 
Sunday,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the 
“downtime,”  or  “family”  day,  the 
day  people  gravitate  to  our  glori¬ 
ous  park. 

An  area  of  the  park  is  already 
shut  down  on  Saturday  for  walk¬ 
ers  and  cyclists.  The  demand  for 
that  area  doesn’t  warrant  further 
park  closings. 

“Real  life”  considerations 
should  take  precedent  over  spe¬ 
cial  interest  anti- automobile  ac¬ 
tivists. 

Curt  Cournale 
Cournale  &  Co. 

Editor: 


This  photo  was  taken  at 
Ocean  Beach,  near  Taraval 
Street,  during  low  tide.  Do  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  know 
what  these  remnants  of  a  former 
structure  are? 

Trish  and  Phil  Shoemaker 
Editor: 

I  believe  that  Clement  Street 
between  Arguello  and  Park 
Presidio  boulevards  should  have 
four-way  stop  signs  on  every  cor¬ 
ner  that  does  not  have  a  traffic 
light. 

Right  now,  some  streets  have 
four-way  stop  signs  and  some  do 
not.  The  ones  that  do  not  have 
four-way  stops  confuse  people 
new  to  the  area.  They  often  stop. 
People  familiar  with  the  area 
speed  right  through  the  intersec¬ 


tion. 

Clement  Street  is  not  a  thor¬ 
oughfare.  There  are  lots  of 
pedestrians  on  Clement  Street, 
many  of  them  young  kids  with 
their  parents  and  students  from 
various  schools.  Why  not  create 
the  safest  possible  environment? 

If  a  driver  wants  to  get  some¬ 
where  quickly,  have  them  use 
Geary  Boulevard  or  California 
Street. 

Kristin  Chu 
Editor: 

Over  the  last  few  months,  I 
have  been  reading  many  critical 
articles  about  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
(BRT)  in  your  paper.  As  a  long¬ 
time  resident  of  the  Outer 
Richmond,  I  would  appreciate 
more  balanced  coverage  of  the 
project.  I  understand  that  some 
merchants  have  concerns  about 
how  the  project  might  impact 
their  businesses,  but  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  residents  rely  on  the  38 
Geary.  Improving  mobility  is  im¬ 
portant  to  them. 

I  take  the  bus  to  work  every 
day.  Unfortunately,  it’s  a  normal 
occurrence  when  the  bus  is 
caught  in  traffic,  overcrowded,  or 
does  not  come  for  long  stretches 
of  time.  Like  many  residents,  I 
rely  on  a  safe  and  reliable  bus 
system  to  get  me  to  and  from 
work.  As  many  studies  have 
shown,  improving  mobility  is  ac¬ 
tually  one  of  the  keys  to  econom¬ 
ic  development.  In  other  words, 
providing  a  safer  and  more  reli¬ 
able  ride  might  actually  benefit 
businesses  in  the  area  as  people 
will  be  more  likely  to  travel  to 
the  area. 

One  of  the  greatest  priorities 
of  the  City  should  be  to  improve 
public  transit  options.  1  commend 
the  Transportation  Authority  for 
its  work  on  looking  at  better 
transportation  alternatives  for  our 
neighborhood. 

I  can  tell  you  that  many  of  my 
fellow  riders  look  forward  to  rid¬ 
ing  a  faster  and  more  efficient 
Muni. 

Clark  Rasmussen 
Editor: 

Regarding  the  February  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Geary  Citizens’ 
Advisory  Committee  (GCAC) 
actions  and  the  Evaluation 
Framework  for  continuing  the 
Transportation  Authority’s  ongo¬ 
ing  Gear  Bus  Rapid  Transit 


OUR  STAND 


NO  ONE  KNOWS  THE  LOCAL  COMMUNITY 

LIKE  A  LOCAL, 


Stop  by  my  new  office  for  a  free  insurance 
quote  during  my  grand  opening  celebration. 

(415)666-1140 


David  Sima 
Insurance  Agent 

5616  GEARY  BLVD#205 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
DavidSirna@allstate.com 
CA  Lie:  0D96886 

Call  or  stop  by  for  a  free  quote 


/instate. 

You're  in  good  hands. 


Insurance  subject  to  availability  and  qualifications.  Allstate  Insurance  Company  and  Allstate  Property  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©2005  Allstate  Insurance  Company. 


study,  I  have  a  number  of  con¬ 
cerns  with  the  continuing  biases 
inherent  in  the  conduct  of  this 
study. 

We  are  already  aware  of  the 
fatal  flaws  of  the  so-called  study 
so  far,  but  even  after  the  outpour¬ 
ing  of  Richmond  citizens  and 
businesses  identifying  the  flaws, 
it  seems  the  Transportation 
Authority  is  determined  to  ignore 
us  and  continue  attempting  to 
steer  this  “study”  to  arrive  at  a 
conclusion  it  has  already  chosen. 

The  citizens  and  businesses  of 
the  Richmond  must  continue  to 
remain  vigilant  and  aggressively 
oppose  these  dictatorial  tactics. 

The  following  are  some  of  the 
serious  flaws  apparent  in  study¬ 
ing  the  packet  presented  before 
the  GCAC’s  March  meeting: 

•  Of  all  the  “community  based 
partners”  listed,  there  is  only  one 
which  could  be  identified  as  hav¬ 
ing  any  relation  to  the  Richmond 
District,  and  even  that  connection 
is  doubtful  at  best.  Yet  the  impact 
of  this  project  will  have  its  great¬ 
est  effect  on  the  Richmond 
District,  far  more  than  all  the  oth¬ 
er  areas  added  together. 

•  The  “workshop”  presenta¬ 
tions  and  supporting  materials 
are  not  objective.  They  are  heavi¬ 
ly  biased  toward  a  surface  BRT 
versus  any  other  options,  or  ver¬ 
sus  no  change  at  all.  The  materi¬ 
als  are  clearly  intended  to  pn> 
mote  the  BRT  rather  than  objec¬ 
tively  collecting  data  and  citizen 
evaluations  of  all  possibilities, 
including  doing  nothing.  The  em¬ 
phasis  is  on  potential  benefits 
with  little  or  no  attention  to  the 
negative  impacts. 

•  Most  of  the  “benefits”  pre¬ 
sented  for  the  BRT  can  be  easily 
and  inexpensively  achieved  by 
merely  improving,  adjusting  and 
adding  to  the  existing  Muni  sys¬ 
tem  without  any  of  the  cost,  dis¬ 
ruption,  and  chaos  that  would  re¬ 
sult  from  the  installation  of  the 
BRT  system. 


No  doubt  this  approach  would 
also  provide  a  far  superior  end 
result. 

The  following  comments  are 
directed  toward  the  study’s 
“Evaluation  Framework:”  The 
responses  need  to  be  tabulated 
more  precisely  than  “low,  medi¬ 
um,  and  high;  and  we  need  to  see 
a  cost/benefit  analysis  for  each 
option,  including  “no  change.” 

Some  issues  are  far  more  criti¬ 
cal  than  others.  For  example,  a 
significant  loss  of  auto  capacity 
on  Geary  Boulevard,  coupled 
with  a  loss  of  parking  spaces,  is 
certainly  far  more  important  than 
some  unmeasurable  “enhance¬ 
ment  of  the  Muni  experience.” 

This  BRT  proposal  is  a  largely 
experimental,  untested  and  un¬ 
tried  transit  option.  Many  places 
in  Europe,  where  this  has  been 
tried,  are  abandoning  their  at¬ 
tempts.  Why  should  we  in  San 
Francisco  offer  ourselves  as 
guinea  pigs  for  our  “trans¬ 
portation  experts”  so  they  can 
tout  themselves  as  innovative 
leaders  for  other  cities? 

Dr.  Ronald  Konopaski 

Editor: 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  about 
a  plan  that  was  not  well  thought 
out,  and  I  think  it  could  do  some 
real  damage  to  the  people  who 
live  and  work  in  the  Richmond 
District.  The  proposition  of  the 
Bus  Rapid  Transit  is  a  sham  and 
a  bureaucratic  nightmare. 


Bus  Rapid  Transit  would  ded¬ 
icate  one  lane  in  each  direction 
on  Geary  Boulevard  solely  for 
the  use  of  Muni  buses.  The  plan 
is  to  make  it  light  rail  ready  to 
33rd  Avenue. 

This  may  sound  great  on  the 
surface,  but  when  you  di'g  a  little 
deeper  you  can  see  that  this 
proposition  has  not  been  well 
thought  out.  As  we  all  know, 
there  are  about  50  avenues, 
which  means  the  Outer 
Richmond  will  not  benefit  from 
light  rail. 

This  project  will  affect  traffic 
all  along  Geary  Boulevard  and 
on  the  parallel  streets.  With 
55,000  cars  driving  on  Geary 
Boulevard,  where  will  they  all  go 
when  capacity  is  limited?  I’ll  tell 
you  where  -  into  our  neighbor¬ 
hoods  -  to  Anza,  Balboa  and 
Clement  streets.  Those  already 
busy  streets  will  drown  even 
more  in  automobile  traffic  that 
should  have  stayed  on  Geary 
Boulevard  in  the  first  place. 

In  addition  to  all  that,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  existing  parking  spaces 
could  be  lost  and  there  would  be 
years  of  construction  and  conges¬ 
tion.  Many  businesses  will  be  af¬ 
fected. 

In  closing,  let  me  tell  you  - 
we’ve  been  duped.  Proposition  K 
has  been  hijacked  by  a  handful  of 
politically-correct  bureaucrats 
and  transformed  into  the  “neigh¬ 
borhood  business  elimination 
program.” 

David  Heller 

President,  Greater  Geary  Boul¬ 
evard  Merchants  Association 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Just  Imagine  . . . 

The  Perfect  Smile 

Today  it's  easier  and  more  affordable  than  ever! 

Modem  breakthroughs  in  dentistry  can  produce  almost  miraculous 
results.  Picture  yourself  with  a  dazzling  white,  healthy  smile, 
children  without  cavities,  and  easy  solutions  to  unsighdy  en¬ 
damaged  teeth.  Relax  knowing  that  this  all  can  be  delivered 
in  a  gentle,  caring  way  at  an  affordable  cost. 


If  It's  Been  More  Than  Six  Months  ,  Call  Us. 
Same  Day  Relief  For  Dental  Emergencies! 


Call  today  to  find  out  what  latest 
advancements  in  cosmetic  dentistry 
can  do  for  your  smile! 


•  New  Patients  Welcome  —  Personalized,  Comprehensive  Gentle  Care 

•  Mercury  Free  White  Fillings  —  No  More  Metal  Or  Black  Teeth! 

•  Air  Abrasion  —  "Didn't  feel  a  thing"  PAIN  FREE  Fillings 

•  Intra-Oral  Camera  —  See  The  Results  Before  Any  Work  Is  Done 

•  ZOOM!  Teeth  Whitening  —  Dazzling  Results  In  One  Hour 

•  Swissedent  Dentures  —  Life-Like,  NATURAL  And  Comfortable 

•  Porcelain  Crowns  —  A  Beautiful  Smile  Without  The  Dark  Gum  Line 


•  Graduate  of  SCSF  Dental 
School  1 984 

Over  2000  hours  of 
continuing  education 

*  20  years  practicing  in 
San  Francisco  at  the 
same  location 

•  Award  winning 
clinical  professor  at  the 
local  dental  school 

•  Volunteers  locally  at 
schools,  senior  centers  & 
homeless  clinics 


Ronald  Yee,  D.D.S. 

Most  Insurance  Accepted  •  Care  Credit 


+++irk5'Star  Spa  Service  ★★★★★ 

Movies  &  DVD's 
Stereo  Headphones 
Hot  Scented  Towels 
Warm  Blankets 

Orthopedic  Back  &  Neck  Pillows 

Richmond  District 

DENTAL  CARE 

4200  California  Street  •  Suite  210  at  4th  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

(415)  668-0526 

Serving  Satisfied  Patients  Since  19 84 

www.SanFranciscoDentalCare.com 
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...  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive  - 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS  dJt 


•  1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 


•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


3rd  2 

Ave.  A 

■ 

id  Arg 
/e.  Bl\ 

jello 

d. 

Clement  St, 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free 

Parkinc 

in  Fron 

t  of  Store! 

Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


make 


Make 


learning  a  game! 

TREND'S  Flash  Cards 

Proven  effective  for  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  has  17  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 
cards.  Fun  activities  w. 
included  for 
individual  and  ^ 
group  practice. 


A 

shoe*  ^  j? 


Service 

I provide  answers. 

When  you  have  questions  about 
buying  or  selling  a  home,  you 
deserve  knowledgeable  an¬ 
swers.  By  staying  informed,  I 
am  able  to  respond  promptly  to 
your  questions  with  accurate 
replies. 

With  access  to  an  extensive 
body  of  real  estate  information, 

I  can  focus  my  search  for  an¬ 
swers  on  the  precise  area  of  in¬ 
terest  to  you.  Then,  after  gather¬ 
ing  all  the  facts,  I  will  present 
them  to  you  clearly  and  logical¬ 
ly.  The  benefit  to  you  can  be  an 
informed  decision  and  a  satisfy¬ 
ing  purchase  or  sale. 

Why  not  count  on  me  as  your 
knowledgeable  resource?  Tell 
me  your  concerns.  Let  me  know 
your  objectives.  Ask  me  for  the 
answers.  It  can  be  simple. 


John  M.  Lee 

Real  Estate  Broker 

Pacific  Union 
San  Francisco 

(415)447-6231 


Pacific  Union 
Residential  Brokerage 


Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

City  needs  more  homeowners 


I  read  with  great  interest  re¬ 
cently  about  a  study  that  ranks 
California  next  to  last  in  the  na¬ 
tion  in  homeownership  rates. 

The  state’s  57  percent  home- 
ownership  rate  was  only  higher 
than  the  state  of  New  York’s  rate. 
While  the  national  average  is  just 
below  70  percent,  it  is  even 
worse  in  San  Francisco,  where 
only  34.4  percent  were  home- 
owners  in  2005.  That  number  has 
decreased  from  35  percent  in 
2000. 

With  our  San  Francisco  af¬ 
fordability  index  currently  at  9 
percent,  as  reported  by  the 
California  Association  of 
Realtors,  our  rate  of  homeowner¬ 
ship  might  continue  to  decrease. 
The  affordability  index  measures 
the  percentage  of  households  that 
can  afford  to  purchase  a  median- 
priced  home  in  the  area  at  the 
current  effective  mortgage  inter¬ 
est  rate  (assuming  a  20  percent 
downpayment.) 

The  homeownership  advan¬ 
tages  to  individuals  are  well  doc¬ 
umented.  They  get  tax  advan¬ 
tages  with  the  deduction  of  the 
rtiortgage  interest  and  property 
taxes  up  to  certain  limits.  Owners 
get  favorable  treatment  with  cap¬ 
ital  gains  taxes  being  nullified  for 
up  to  $500,000  if  married,  and 
$250,000  for  singles.  They  can 
realize  high  appreciation  while 
living  in  their  home.  They  can 
also  use  it  as  a  bank  by  drawing 
an  equity  line  or  credit  against  it. 

In  fact,  in  San  Francisco,  if 
you  hold  onto  a  property  long¬ 
term,  you  would  have  done  ex¬ 
tremely  well  in  appreciation  as 
compared  to  any  other  type  of  in¬ 
vestment  instruments.  More  mil¬ 
lionaires  are  made  by  owning 
real  estate  than  by  any  other 
means. 

To  society  in  general,  the  ben¬ 
efits  of  homeownership  are  less 
tangible.  But  studies  have  shown 
that  with  more  homeowners, 
neighborhoods  become  more  sta¬ 
ble.  People  move  around  less  and 
thus  become  more  concerned 
about  the  welfare  of  people  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  area. 


Economists  argue  from  the 
standpoint  that  a  bigger  financial 
stake  in  their  homes  means  own¬ 
ers  take  better  care  of  their  prop¬ 
erties  and  communities,  includ¬ 
ing  overseeing  environmental 
concerns. 

With  our  homeownership  per¬ 
centage  so  low  in  San  Francisco, 
we  are  turning  more  into  a  tran¬ 
sient  society,  which  leads  to  a 
number  of  problems.  Our  school 
enrollment  is  down  because 
many  families  with  children  are 
choosing  to  leave.  We  are  losing 
a  whole  class  of  population,  such 
as  teachers,  firemen,  policemen 
and  others  who  cannot  afford 
homes  in  the  City. 

With  that  trend  comes  eco¬ 
nomic  costs  to  society  as  a  whole 
as  employers  have  to  hire  from 
outside  the  City.  They  pay  more 
for  labor  and  employees  have  to 
commute  to  their  jobs.  These 
people  take  their  wages  from  the 
City  and  go  spend  it  elsewhere. 

So,  what’s  the  solution?  We 
have  tried  rent  control  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  retain  renters  in  San 
Francisco  since  1979.  But  the  re¬ 
sults  have  been  mixed  and  cur¬ 
rently  have  divided  the  City  into 


The  students  of  George 
Peabody  Elementary  School,  lo¬ 
cated  at  251  Sixth  Ave.,  success¬ 
fully  completed  their  first 
Usborne  Books  Reach  for  the 
Stars  reading  incentive  program. 
The  students  who  participated 
committed  to  reading  for  at  least 


different  classes  of  renters  -  ones 
with  low  rent  apartments  and 
others  with  very  high  rents. 

I  think  the  solution  lies  in  de¬ 
veloping  more  housing  to  allevi¬ 
ate  the  supply  problem.  But  with 
vacant  land  in  San  Francisco  al¬ 
most  non-existent,  our  govern¬ 
ment  needs  to  look  for  ways  to 
increase  moderate-priced  hous¬ 
ing. 

Currently,  new  developments 
need  to  set  aside  a  certain 
amount  of  units  for  low-income 
housing,  but  that’s  far  below 
what  is  required  and  makes  little 
impact  in  the  City. 

I  believe  that  a  fair  and  sensi¬ 
ble  answer  is  to  work  with 
renters  who  want  to  be  owners 
and  with  owners  who  want  to  sell 
their  properties.  This  may  mean 
relaxing  condo  conversion  laws, 
giving  renters  incentives  to  pur¬ 
chase  their  units  and  owners’  in¬ 
centives  to  sell  them  to  renters. 
This  might  mean  tinkering  with 
the  TIC  rules  or  legalizing  in-law 
units.  This  can  mean  re-zoning 
certain  districts  in  the  City  to 
have  higher  density. 

It  is  my  hope  that  our  City 
will  examine  these  statistics  care¬ 
fully  and  work  toward  increasing 
our  homeownership  rate  in  the 
coming  years. 

John  M.  Lee  serves  on  the 
S  FAR’s  Board  of  Directors  and 
specializes  in  the  Richmond  and 
Sunset  districts.  If  you  have  any 
real  estate  questions,  call  him  at 
(415)  447-6231  or  e-mail  him  at 
johnlee  @  isellsf  com. 


300  minutes  over  a  two-week  pe¬ 
riod  while  they  collected  pledges. 

There  were  58  students,  who 
read  more  than  19,000  minutes, 
collectively  raised  more  than 
$3,600,  which  will  be  spent  on 
books.  Students  who  participated 
will  get  half  the  money,  $1,800, 
to  buy  books  for  themselves 
while  the  school’s  library  will  get 
the  other  $1,800  to  buy  books. 

Two  second  graders  and  a 
kindergartner  were  the  top  3 
readers  in  the  school. 

Usborne  Books  carries  more 
than  1,300  educational  children’s 
books  suitable  for  infants  to 
young  adults.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  Usborne’s  book  fair, 
fundraising  or  reading  programs 
for  schools  and  organizations, 
contact  Sharon  Ohlson  at 
Sharon@SFUsbomeBooks.com 
or  visit  the  Web  site  at 
www.SFUsbomeBooks.com. 

Local  student 
on  Dean's  List 

Richmond  District  resident 
Christine  Wells,  the  daughter  of 
Bradley  and  Elizabeth  Wells,  was 
named  to  the  Dean’s  List  for  the 
fall  2005  semester  at  Washington 
University  in  St.  Louis.  To  quali¬ 
fy,  students  must  earn  a  semester 
grade  point  average  of  3.5  or 
higher  and  be  enrolled  in  at  least 
14  graded  units. 

Wells  is  enrolled  in  the  univer- 
sity’s  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  program. 


HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
BATHROOM  ACCESSORIES 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 


WEBER  BARBEQUES  STORAGE  &  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 

URLSPRR  PRINTS 
Open  Mon-Sat  9-6,  Sundays  11-5 
wujw.hardujareunlimitedsf.com 


hardware 

unlimited 


931-9133 


2^ 


3326  SACRAMENTO  STREET  AT  PRESIDIO 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  March* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

3412  Fulton  St. 

2 

1.00 

1,000 

$710,000 

256  Willard  North 

2 

1.00 

1,110 

715,000 

2400  Balboa  St. 

3 

1.50 

1,750 

792,000 

814  33rd  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,898 

840,000 

642  35th  Ave. 

5 

2.00 

2,122 

900,000 

639  42nd  Ave. 

5 

2.00 

2,001 

928.000 

39  Paramount 

3 

2.00 

1,200 

1,650,000 

10  17th  Ave. 

4 

3.50 

2,398 

2,700,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source;  M.L.S. 


Peabody  reaches  reading  goal 
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Richmond  record 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 


This  photograph,  taken  on  Feb.  7,  1887,  shows  a  substantial  snowfall  in  the  Richmond  District.  In  the  background  is  the  Archbishop 
Alemany  Cross  on  the  top  of  Lone  Mountain,  where  the  University  of  San  Francisco  is  now  located.  About  seven  inches  of  snowfall 
was  recorded  west  of  Divisadero  Street,  the  most  in  the  recorded  history  of  San  Francisco. 


shntnfJ*"l^F^>FR, 


Mix  Tray  $£Cf 

wtth,coupon[$23.95 


Happy  Tray  $JXj 

(48pCalifomia  Roll) 

witti!coupoff$1^.9  5 


^TraP$|?^ 
with  coupon  $1 9.95 


GolderMray$M 

(All  Cooked) 

with  coupon  $22.95 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice 


Dine  in  or  To-Go  i  o  /ourr 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
EXP.  5/15/2006 


Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/15/2006 


Sushi  Combo  $6.99 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
EXP.  5/15/2006 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  GA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11 :30am  ~  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $23.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/15/2006 


(415)  386-2777 


A  Tray  $19.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/15/2006 


(415)  386-2777 


Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupor 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offe 
EXP.  5/15/2006 
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Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 

~  Restoring  with  a  Vision  ~ 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation 

* Assisted  listening  available 


Tuesday  Soup  Suppers  and  Book  Study  -  at  7  p.m. 
“The  Gospel  of  Mary  of  Magdala  -  Jesus  and  the  First 
Woman  Apostle”  by  Karen  King  (through  4/11) 


4/13  -  Maundy  Thursday  Bring-and-Share  Dinner  and 
Communion  Service  at  7  p.m. 

4/14  -  Good  Friday  Service  at  noon 
4/16  -  Easter  with  Festival  Choral  Eucharist  at  10  a.m. 


Located  at  420  29th  Avenue  (near 
Clement)  -  entrance  through  garden 
on  north  side  of  church  building 


For  more  information  on 
services  and  programs,  call 
Fr.  David  Rickey  at  (41 5)  751  - 
4942  or  check  our  website  at 
www.stpeters-sf.org 


St.  Peter’s  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Center  for  Progressive 
Christianity. 


Fifth  Generation 
In  The  Richmond  District! 


"Let  me  put  my  18  years 
of  Real  Estate  experience 
to  work  for  you." 

Residential,  Commercial  and  Investment  Properties.  Extensive 
experience  in  probate,  trust  and  1031  exchange  sales. 

Ed  Anderson 

(415)  380-4369 

First  San  Francisco  Realty 


□CEAN  BElACH 


best  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 

Fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sandiuiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dally. 


SfllRDS  ■  DESSERTS  ■  UIINE  ■  BEER  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


i  "  FREE  201 SODA  "  1 

|  with  purchase  of  any  regular  sandwich  | 

^  Breakfast  sandwich  not  included.  Limit  2  diners  per  coupon.  Expires  4/30/06  ^ 

734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 

OPEN  7 DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


April  Calendar  of  Events 


1-9 

Community  Health  Fair:  City 
College  of  San  Francisco’s  School 
of  Health  and  Physical  Education 
hosts  a  variety  of  health  informa¬ 
tion  and  free  services  for  every¬ 
one,  including  acupuncture,  nutri¬ 
tion  counseling,  chiropractic  ser¬ 
vices,  hearing  tests,  dental  screen¬ 
ings,  anemia  and  cholesterol  tests, 
HIV  tests,  blood  drives  and  more, 
John  Adams  Campus,  1860  Hayes 
St.,  Wednesday,  April  4,  9  a.m.  to 
12:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  561-1900. 

Public  Scoping  Workshop: 

Members  of  the  public  are  invited 
to  a  workshop  providing  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  planning  and  rule¬ 
making  process  for  the  Golden 
Gate  National  Recreation  Area 
dog  management  plan,  pose  ques¬ 
tions  and  submit  comments  to 
National  Park  Service  staff  and 
specialists.  Fort  Mason  Officers’ 
Club,  1  Fort  Mason,  Wednesday, 
April  5,  4  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  561- 
4728. 

Astro  Wizard:  Kids  five  years- 
old  and  older  can  view  a  slide 
show  depicting  the  wonders  of  the 
universe,  followed  by  stargazing. 
Presidio  Branch  Library,  3150 
Sacramento  St.,  Wednesday,  April 
5,  7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  557-4277. 

Richmond  Needs  Assessment 
Meeting:  A  study  of  community 
needs  in  the  Richmond  District  is 
being  released  to  the  public, 
speakers  include  Rich  Shrieve, 
David  Luper  and  Sandra 
Naughton,  Richmond  District 
YMCA,  360  18th  Ave.,  Thursday, 
April  6,  6:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  666-9622. 

Plant  Society  Workshop  and 
Lecture:  The  Yerba  Buena 
Chapter  of  the  California  Native 
Plant  Society  hosts  a  native  plant 
identification  workshop,  followed 
by  a  lecture  about  the  medical 
ethnobotany  of  California,  SF 
County  Fair  Building,  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Thursday, 

April  6,  6  p.m.  workshop,  7:30 
p.m.  lecture,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  752-7031. 

Musical  Performance:  The 

Event  Players,  the  musical  theater 
company  of  the  San  Francisco 
Arts  Education  Project,  performs 
the  classic  musical  “Wonderful 
Town,”  School  of  the  Arts  High 
School,  555  Portola  St.,  Friday, 
April  7,  7  p.m.,  $20  adults,  $10 
students.  For  more  information,  or 
to  purchase  tickets,  call  551-7990. 

Choral  Concert:  The  San 
Francisco  Choral  Society  per¬ 
forms  Claudio  Monteverdi’s  mas¬ 
terpiece,  “Vespers,”  featuring 
nearly  250  performers,  St. 

Ignatius  Church,  650  Parker  Ave., 
Friday,  April  7  and  Saturday,  Apr. 
8,  8  p.m.,  $27  front  orchestra  re¬ 
served,  $24  back  orchestra  re¬ 
served,  $21  general,  $2  off  in 
each  section  for  seniors  and  stu¬ 
dents.  For  more  information  and 
tickets,  call  392-4400. 

Crissy  Field  Aviation  Walk: 

Explore  Crissy  Field  and  learn 
about  its  role  in  early  aviation  his¬ 
tory  on  this  easy,  one-mile  walk, 
meet  docent  Don  Gray  at  the 
Warming  Hut.  west  end  of  Crissy 
Field  at  Mason  Street,  Saturday, 
April  8,  10  a.m.  to  12  p.m.  noon, 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
561-7690. 

Plant  Sale:  Select  brilliantly  col¬ 
ored  native  plants  and  spring 
bloomers  for  your  garden  with  the 


help  and  advice  of  knowledgeable 
nursery  volunteers,  San  Francisco 
Botanical  Garden  at  Strybing 
Arboretum,  Golden  Gate  Park 
Main  Gate  at  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Saturday,  April  8, 

10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  free  admission. 
For  more  information,  call  661- 
1316. 

10-16 

Introduction  to  Jazz:  School-age 
children  are  welcome  to  listen  the 
stylings  of  jazz  saxophonist  MB. 
Hanif,  Merced  Branch  Library. 

155  Winston  Dr.,  Wednesday, 
April  12,  2  p.m.,  free,  but  space  is 
limited.  For  more  information,  or 
for  reservations,  call  355-2825. 

Ventriloquism  Show: 

Ventriloquists  Steve  Chaney  and 
Cornelius  Crowe  perform  for  chil¬ 
dren  of  all  ages,  Parkstde  Branch 
Library,  1200  Taraval  St.,  Wed¬ 
nesday,  April  12,  7  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 

Hearing  Impaired  Telephone 
Equipment:  The  staff  from 
California  Telephone  Access 
Program  demonstrate  the  latest 
telephone  models  for  people  with 
hearing  loss,  with  opportunities  to 
test  the  equipment  and  pick  up  an 
application  to  qualify  for  a  free 
phone,  San  Francisco  Senior 
Center,  890  Beach  St.,  Thursday, 
April  13,  10  a.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  775-1866. 

Library  Training:  Attend  a 
course  in  “Internet  and  Library 
Catalog  Training”  at  Main 
Library,  100  Larkin  St.,  meet  at 
the  International  Center  on  the 
third  floor  (although  actual  train¬ 
ing  takes  place  at  the  Fifth  Floor 
Training  Center),  Friday,  April  14 
for  Cantonese  instruction,  Friday, 
April  21  for  Mandarin  Chinese  in¬ 
struction,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

17-23 

Teen  Poetry  Slam/Open  Mic: 

Teens  ages  13-17  are  invited  to 
enter  an  original  poem  for  a 
chance  to  win  one  of  several 
Border’s  gift  cards  and  share  it 
slam  style  or  open  mic  style, 
Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks 
Branch  Library,  351  Ninth  Ave., 
Thursday,  April  20,  signups  6:30 
p.m.,  readings  7  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 

Earth  Day  Programs:  Eco- 
friendly  educational  programs  are 
available  at  the  California 
Academy  of  Sciences,  875 
Howard  St.,  Friday,  April  21,11 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.  for  learning  about 
hawk  and  owl  adaptation  in 
California;  Friday,  April  21,  1 1:30 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  for  learning  about 
how  to  stop  trash  from  collecting 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean;  and 
Saturday,  April  22  and  Sunday, 
April  23  11:30  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  for 
learning  about  endangered  rep¬ 
tiles,  amphibians,  and  arthropods 
from  California,  free  with  muse¬ 
um  admission. 

Ocean  Beach  Cleanup:  An  Earth 
Day  cleanup  sponsored  by  Coral 
Reef  Alliance,  meet  at  Beach 
Chalet  at  Ocean  Beach  on  the 
western  end  of  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Saturday,  April  22,  1  p.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  834-0900,  ext.  319. 

24  -  30 

Health  Insurance  Seminar: 

Learn  how  to  prepare  for  the  risk 
of  long  term  care  and  finance  it, 
with  topics  including  Medicare, 


MediCal,  and  what  to  look  for  in 
an  insurance  policy,  California 
Pacific  Medical  Center,  2100 
Webster  St.,  Suite  1 06,  Monday, 
April  24,  10  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  or  to 
register,  call  923-3155. 

Westside  Democratic  Club 
Meeting:  Members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  are  encouraged  to  attend 
the  club’s  monthly  meeting  to  dis¬ 
cuss  issues  of  interest  to 
Richmond  and  Sunset  District  res¬ 
idents,  Taraval  Police  Station 
Community  Room,  2345  24th 
Ave.,  Monday,  April  24,  7  p.m., 
free  admission.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  664-8022. 

Comedy  Show:  Boswick 
Tumstyle  stars  as  Boswick  the 
Clown  for  children  ages  3-5  at 
this  program  put  on  by  the  Sunset 
Branch  Library,  Sunset 
Retirement,  1601  19th  Ave., 
Tuesday,  April  25,  10:30  a.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 

Heritage  Program:  As  part  of  the 
Asian  American  Arts  and 
Heritage  Festival,  Genny  Lim  will 
read  stories  from  her  new 
manuscript  about  growing  up  in 
Chinatown/North  Beach,  Parkside 
Branch  Library,  1200  Taraval  St, 
Wednesday,  April  26,  7  p.m.  to  8 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Natural  History  Lecture: 

Commemorate  the  centennial  of 
the  1906  San  Francisco  earth¬ 
quake  through  a  talk  with  local 
archivist  Greg  Gaar  and  a  slide 
presentation  of  images  from  the 
massive  quake  and  the  devastat¬ 
ing  fires  that  followed,  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way, 
Thursday,  April  27.  7:30  p.m., 
free,  donations  encouraged.  For 
more  information,  call  554-9600. 

Teen  Knitting  Club:  Teens  ages 
12  to  18  who  want  to  learn  how  to 
knit  or  knit  with  other  teens  are 
welcome  to  join  “Knit  Happens!” 
The  library  can  provides  needles 
and  yam  for  practice,  but  bring 
your  own  needles  and  yam  to  start 
your  own  project,  Main  Library, 
Second  Floor  Fisher  Children’s 
Center,  100  Larkin  St.,  Saturday, 
April  29,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 
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Transportation 

Jose  Luis  Moscovich 

Let  BRT  study  get  the  facts 


Over  the  past  several  months,  the  SF 
County  Transportation  Authority  has  heard 
the  opinions  of  many  residents,  transit 
users,  merchants  and  interested  people 
about  a  possible  Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT) 
system  on  Geary.  BRT  gives  the  buses  a 
dedicated  lane  with  traffic  signal  priority, 
and  stations  with  real  time  information 
about  bus  arrivals.  It  closely  matches  the 
reliability  and  speed  of  rail  service,  but  de¬ 
livers  a  project  in  under  five  years  and  at 
an  affordable  fraction  of  the  cost  of  rail. 

The  AAA,  Sierra  Club,  SF  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  SPUR  and  others  have  ex¬ 
pressed  support  for  studying  BRT  on  sev¬ 
eral  corridors  in  the  City.  Some  merchants 
and  Geary  residents  are  already  opposed  to 
the  project,  even  before  analysis  results  are 
available,  because  of  fears  about  potential 
construction,  parking  and  traffic  impacts. 
Still  others  believe  we  should  be  planning 
for  a  light  rail  line  instead  of  BRT. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  there  are  differ¬ 
ing  views  about  Geary  BRT.  Although  we 
are  a  good  part  of  the  way  through  the  con¬ 
ceptual  planning  study,  questions  remain.  I 
encourage  people  to  track  the  study  as  it 
proceeds  into  the  evaluation  stages,  to  get 
answers  about  benefits,  costs  and  impacts. 
As  we  weigh  BRT  on  Geary,  let’s  separate 
facts  from  myths.  Consider: 

BRT  is  a  proven  concept,  applicable 
to  San  Francisco:  Buses  operate  slowly 
and  unreliably  in  mixed  traffic.  BRT  lines 
have  operated  successfully  in  other  cities 
since  the  ’70s.  Many  U.S.  cities  are  turning 
to  BRT  for  its  low  cost,  consistent  benefits, 
and  fast  implementation  timetable.  Con¬ 
gress  just  created  a  new  funding  program 
to  help  pay  for  BRT  projects. 

On-street  parking  impacts  would  be 
minimal:  Rumor  has  it  that  all  parking 


will  be  re¬ 
moved  with 
BRT.  This  is 
not  true.  In 
fact,  some  al¬ 
ternatives  will 
actually  add  net 
parking  to  the 
corridor  be¬ 
cause  moving 
local  buses  to 
the  center  busway  frees  up  current  bus 
stops  for  conversion  to  parking  spaces. 

The  BRT  construction  period  would 
be  short:  Building  BRT  is  more  compara¬ 
ble  to  resurfacing  a  street  than  to  building 
a  surface  or  subway  light  rail  project, 
which  the  City  cannot  afford.  Because 
buses  are  flexible  to  operate  on  any  lane 
(unlike  trains)  we  can  implement  the  BRT 
system  in  short  segments  and  keep  buses 
and  traffic  moving  all  the  while. 

The  decision  to  build  BRT  has  not 
been  made  yet:  If  the  current  study  finds 
that  the  project  is  feasible,  there  will  be  an 
environmental  review  phase  starting  later 
this  year.  Thereafter,  it  will  be  another  two 
years  before  a  go/no-go  decision  is  made. 
The  earliest  a  Geary  BRT  project  could  be 
delivered  is  2010  or  2011. 

Some  merchants  are  demanding  an  eco¬ 
nomic  impact  analysis.  We  are  open  to 
working  with  the  mayor’s  office  on  exam¬ 
ining  the  possibilities  of  such  an  analysis. 
However,  our  research  finds  that  the  com¬ 
mercial  lease  and  land  market  on  Geary  is 
healthy  and  that  land  values  are  on  the 
rise.  Some  businesses  that  are  leaving, 
such  as  Cala  Foods  and  Cafe  Riggio,  are 
doing  so  for  larger  economic  reasons  that 
have  nothing  to  do  with  BRT.  It  is  the 
City’s  long-held  view  that  investing  in  in¬ 
frastructure  is  a  major  benefit  to  a  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

BRT  works  around  the  world  to  im¬ 
prove  mobility  and  enhance  neighborhood 
vitality  and  livability.  The  BRT  study  is 
making  good  progress  -  let’s  continue  the 
process  to  see  if  BRT  could  work  on  Geary 
for  the  50,000  transit  riders  and  many 
neighborhoods  that  access  it  every  day. 

Jose  Luis  Moscovich  is  the  director  of 
the  SF  Transportation  Authority. 


www.lelandyee.com 


Volunteer  Today  at  our  Campaign  Headquarters! 

6644  Mission  St.,  Daly  City 
phone:  (650)  991.8968 
email:  info@lelandyee.com 


LelandYee 

Democrat  for  CA  Senate 


A  former  teacher  and  child  psychologist,  Assembly 
Speaker  Pro  Tern  Leland  Yee  currently  represents  the  west 
side  of  San  Francisco  and  northern  San  Mateo  County. 


Please  join  my 
for  California’s 


Campaign 

Future.” 


Meet  Marietta,  Kevin,  Miki  and  Kobe  Bernstein, 

Founders  of  Vavadog,  hip  gear  for  the  urban  pet. 

From  Chihuahuas  to  Great  Danes,  Marietta  and  Kevin’s  trend-setting  doggie  duds 
adorn  Hollywood  celebrities’  fur  kids  and  other  canines  around  the  country.  From 
catwalks  to  sidewalks,  their  sensible  fashions  are  all  the  rage.  When  it  comes  to  design, 
these  entrepreneurs  have  a  keen  eye.  So,  when  it  came  to  the  dog-eat-dog  world  of 
San  Francisco  real  estate,  they  chose  a  Zephyr  agent  who  fit  their  style  and  found  the 
perfect  condo  in  the  Haight  that  they  call  "Best  in  Show." 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


BOXING 

Skilled  Instruction  with  a 
self-defense  flavor.  Safe  envi¬ 
ronment,  rapid  learning  guar¬ 
anteed.  Learn  to  hit  without 
getting  hit.  James  McAndrew, 
759-1054. 

CARPENTRY/PAINTING 

Interior  and  Exterior 
Painting:  Dryrot,  stairs,  deck, 
fence,  retaining  walls,  floor¬ 
ing,  etc.  Roof  sealing  and  re¬ 
pairs,  sheetrock  and  stucco 
repair,  electrical  and  plumb¬ 
ing,  seismic  retrofitting,  tree 
trimming  too!  Far  West 
Restorations  &  Construction, 
CA  license  #751689,  Jim 
Kennedy  -  (415) 661-3724. 

DOG  TRAINING 

SPCA  Certified  Train¬ 
er/Counselor:  APDT  Pro¬ 
fessional  member  #5463. 
Positive  training  for  obedi¬ 
ence  socialization,  behavior 
problems.  Evaluation/temper¬ 
ament  testing  for  shyness, 
fear  and  aggression.  Lessons 
are  designed  to  focus  on  your 
needs,  and  the  specific  is¬ 
sues  or  challenges  with  your 
dog.  Call  Joanie  Levin-Yarlick 
at  (415)  751-9941  or 

inlevi  @  k9chops.com. 

ENGLISH  LESSONS 

Instructor,  English  as  a 
Second  Language  (ESL). 

Very  experienced,  MA  degree 
and  certification.  Teaching 
adults  since  1995.  Sensitive 
and  experienced  with  multi¬ 
cultural  groups.  Group  or  pri¬ 
vate  lessons.  (415)  577- 
9393. 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood 
Fences  -  Morrow  Con¬ 
struction.  License  #343633. 
For  more  information,  call 
(650)  994-6892. 

HANDYMAN 

Reliable  Handyman:  Pet 


friendly;  experienced;  picture 
and  mirror  hanging;  furniture 
and  cabinet  assembly; 
plumbing;  electrical;  kitchen 
and  bath.  Call  Jonny  at  (650) 
303-8171. 

HAULING/CLEANING 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and 
Cleaning,  basements,  back¬ 
yards,  lots;  hauls  and  moves 
appliances,  demolition 
cleanup  (no  liquids).  31  years 
hauling.  No  job  too  small. 
The  quality  remains  long  after 
the  price  has  been  forgotten. 
Free  estimates.  Call  Bruno  at 
(415)  665-8655.  Bruno’s 
Hauling  -  www.brunoshaul- 
ing.citysearch.com. 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean¬ 
up  basements,  attic,  garage, 
cellar;  junk,  trash,  garbage 
and  appliances  removal. 
Carpet  removal  service 
(nails,  staples,  wood  strips, 
padding).  Call  Lou  at  (415) 
225-4637  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

Mike’s  Hauling  Service: 

Free  estimate,  call  and  away 
it  goes,  no  job  too  small. 
Expert  work.  I  cleanout  yards, 
basements,  garages.  Call 
Mike  at  (415)  731-2145  for 
more  information. 

MOVING  SALE 

Entire  Household  Goes: 

Furniture,  including  large 
sofa,  Georgia  matching  book¬ 
shelves  and  cabinets,  butler's 
table,  oak  dining  table/chairs, 
antiques,  all  dishes,  crystal, 
silverware,  Mac  computers, 
TV,  stereo,  more.  Call  and 
leave  message  at  668-7205 
for  questions  or  appointment. 

OFFICE  FOR  RENT 

Sunny,  Small,  Street-Level 
Space  on  Geary;  near  22nd 
Ave.,  $350/month.  For  more 
information  on  this  rare  rental 
opportunity,  call  Vance  at 


387-7417. 

PAINTER 

Eddie’s  Painting  Co.  - 

Exterior,  interior,  multi-col¬ 
ored  Victorian  specialists. 
Workmanship,  guaranteed. 
Lead  paint  certified.  See  us 
at  www.eddiespainting.com 
or  call  (415)  406-6141.  Lie. 
#732759. 

PERSONAL  ASSISTANCE 

Helping  Hands:  Do  you  find 
that  you  can’t  do  the  things 
you  used  to?  Or  don't  have 
the  energy  or  time?  Helping 
Hands  is  here  to  help.  I  can 
take  you  to  doctor  appoint¬ 
ments,  shopping,  light  cook¬ 
ing,  dog  walking,  pet  sitting 
and  child  care.  Reasonable 
rates  and  excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  Call  Kimberley  at 
(415)  661-1732. 

PIANO  LESSONS 

Degreed  Teacher  with  20 
Years  Experience. 

Beginners  and  advanced  stu¬ 
dents  accepted.  Ask  about 
discounts.  Initial  lesson  free. 
Elena  at  (415)  664-0724  or  e- 
mail  nogivolga@aol.com. 

Patient  Teacher  with  25+ 
Years  Experience;  B.M. 
Degree;  M.T.A.  member;  liter¬ 
ature,  theory  and  technique; 
learn  the  classics,  pops  and 
old  favorites.  Family  and  se¬ 
nior  discounts.  Weekday  ap¬ 
pointments  available  from  4 
p.m.  Saturday  lessons  by  ap¬ 
pointment.  $22  half  hour.  Call 
Ms.  Kofnovec  at  664-8176. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to 
Selling  a  Home  booklet  in¬ 
cludes  things  to  know,  includ¬ 
ing  the  process  of  submitting 
or  receiving  offers,  accepting 
an  offer  or  closing  the  trans¬ 
action.  Call  (415)  753-8580 
and  leave  your  name  for  de¬ 
livery. 


Send  us  your  classified  ad 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads, 
up  to  25  words,  cost  $20  per  month.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  by  the  20th  of 
the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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The  Casbah 
of  Clement. 


In  the  neighborhood  west  of  Arguello,  a  riot 
of  sights  and  sounds  make  the  Richmond 
one  of  the  most  colorful  areas  in  the  Q'ty. 

From  red-hot  Kung  Pao  to  Green  Apple 
Books,  the  Richmond’s  got  a  little  of 
everything.  And  surroundings  that  are  no 
less  spectacular  than  Golden  Gate  Park, 
the  Presidio,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

At  Hill  &  Co.,  we've  been  helping  people  find 


the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their  aspira¬ 
tions  for  nearly  50  years.  And  we've  helped 
them  sell  their  homes  too,  when  they’ve  been 
ready  to  move  on  to  new  dreams. 

If  you’d  like  more  information  about  the 
Richmond,  or  about  any  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  City,  call  us  at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000. 
Or  visit  our  website  at  www.hill-co.com. 

Color  us  helpful. 
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Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)  931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management/ 
Rental  Office 

1 906  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  292-1777 
F:  (415)  292-1775 

HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


We  help  sellers  and  buyers 
succeed  in  the  real  estate  market  by 
providing  unparalleled  service  and 
guidance  based  on  over  25  years  of 
experience.  Add  integrity,  commitment 
and  dedication  to  the  mix  and  you 
have  our  recipe  for  success. 


Our  clients  become  our  friends. 
We  are  always  available,  always  on 
your  side  and  always  reliable.  If  you 
are  thinking  about  selling,  you  owe  it 
to  yourself  to  give  us  a  call  and  find 
out  what  we  can  do  for  you.  Put  our 
team  to  work  for  you! 


Initial  Consultation 
Market  Analysis 
Property  Evaluation 


We  know  the  Richmond 


Jacob  Vendle,  MBA 

Broker  Associate 

415-218-4031 

jacob@vendle.com 

www.vendle.com 


Eileen  Mougeot 

Broker  Associate 

415-321-4242 

emougeot@hill-co.com 

www.hill-co.com 


HELL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

$7200  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  tees  of  $16 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile 
can  be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarrassment 
to  an  unbelievable  white! 


SPECIAL 


$499 


Reg.  $699 


Do  you  need  new 
or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You 
won’t  believe  our  prices! 
Quality  workmanship  you 
can  afford. 


♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth 
replacement  without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture 
construction  &  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


ceanview 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and  professional 
care  for  over  15  years 


New'- 


In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of 
periodontal  and  implant  treatments 


We 
Now 
Offer 

Invisalign 

“Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen^ 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


54 


95 


Reg.  $150  •  New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

♦  Complete  Oral  Exam 

♦  Oral  Cancer  Screening 

♦  Doctor’s  Consultation  And 
Written  Estimate  Of  Treatment 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  4/30/06. 


NEW!!! 

Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 
ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 


Teeth  Whitenin 
Treatment  Availa 


le 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

San  Francisco,1  CA  941 21  (41 5)  221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


Only 


For  Noticeably  Brighter  Teeth." 
Please  call  office  for  details. 

$200°° 


reg.  $300 


With  coupon  only.  Expires  4/30/06. 
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